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BIRTH FROM ABOVE. 


Preſented in Foure Sermons i in arets 
Weſtminſter, December, 1 25, "and fans 
ary, 15. 1653 and Fune 1 In, "0 


By Epvv ard T HARP E, Miniſter of ary 
at Syreer in Somerſet ſhing,”... _ 


Idee Filing Dei faft nfs homo, ut homines fac it 2 
Non anne, fed renaſcimnr Chriſftianj, Hr 
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1f any wan be in Chrift, he 14 a new Crew 
JOHN 3.3. + 

Verily, verily, I [ay unto you, cxcept « man'bet 
cannot Rs the Kingdome of God. 
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'TO HIS HIGHNESSE, 
OLIVER, Lord Protector of 


England, Scotland, and Treland, and the 
Dominions thereunto belonging, 


MY LORD, 
== Ot long fince attending upon your High- 
> Ne S n Mo end the ſick LF ro © 
"1 WY, and Noble Mother (who hath lived to 
ſee you as high inthe world as ever you 
were in her tender & careful thou hes) 
with a Hcart and a Tongue full of duty 
and thankfulneſs;as for your firſt favours in my chi'd- 
hood, wherein I taſted deep!y of your goodneſle, ſc 
your laſt timely fayour now in my Age, wherein ralt- 
ed in part of your goodneſle and greatneſle;gogether. 
And taking a (olemne and ſubmiſſive leave of your / 
Highneſſe,I centred nto (ome ſerious confideration (be- 
ing thereunto moved by your free, noble, and beneyo- 
lent expreſſions (which indeed my Lord did filently 
command me to ſpeak aga'n) how I might expreſle to 
your Highn:ſlſe, and manifeſt to the worla ſome appa- 
rent teſtimony, as of my gratitude to you, (now ſitting 
at the ſterne) ſo of my improvement under you in the 
Univerſity : And therefore immediately after my de- 
parture from you{in December laſt) my pains b:ing de- 
fired in Margarets Weſtws, and willingly and readily 
accepted, and as well approved as accepted by ſome 


worthy and judicious Auditors, I was ſeriouſly impor- | 
A 3 tuned 


4 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tuned and ſolicited for the Nos Jvc opportunity, 


with ſome difficulty I waved, feqging if communicated 
they might ſteale to the Preſſe, and ſo being but mean 
and inconſiderable in themſelves, unworthy.of ſuch ac- 
- count, being likewiſe imperfeR and unperuſed, they 
raight by the haſty printing of them be made worfe': 
And being periwaded,that.your Lordſhip might heare 
ſomething of them, I am bold,moſt Noble Lord, ha- 
ving viewed and digeſted them, / between hope & fear) 
Humillima cords & corporss inclizatione, to dedicate 
them to your Highneſle, and to-ſet them forth in your 
Lordfhips name. 

2, Ic was by your Lordſhips means, or your much 
honoured Mothers, {my worthy and noble Friend and 
Lady) that I was ever made capable of any Church- 
promotion, or entred into this ſacred and holy FunRi- 
on, being ſent by her & your moſt worthy Father (thar 
well deſerving and eſteemed Parriot, long ſince with the 
Lord) to wait upon your Highneſſe in Cambridge_, 
where and at whoſe feet I did imbibe ſuch principles, 
as have in a meane and moderate way inabled me to 
carry ſome of that light which ſhone gloriouſly there , 
and in ſoine ſplendour in Sidney Suſſex Colledge,where 
your Highneſſe was a Fellow-Commoner and Studenr 
(under a godly, learned, and reverend Maſter) into the 
world. So that next to God, I owe my ſelfe, (and the 
beſt of my ſelfe, my Labours unto you (my Lord) 1n- 
genunm eſt fateri per quos profecimuws, and Iam in very 
good hope your Highneſſe will pleaſe to taſte of the 
fruir of that tree which was of your owne planting, 
(though the fruit be not ſo exquiſite and pleaſant as 
that which had a warmer and longer influence)and not 

{uffer it towirher, or be pull'd up by the roots, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

3. They were framed under your Highneſlſe prote- 
Qion, and therefore By another right they juftly claime 
your tuition; and if there be any good at all in them, ir 
is tobe aſcribed /next unto Him who is the Giver of 
every good and pertc& gift} ro your Highneſle good- 
neſſe, which procured me thoſe quier, peaceable, and 
filent houres, in the which they were compoſed, 

Such therefore as thelc rude Meditations are, I moſt 
humbly preſent and dedicate to your Highneſs,carneft- 
ly beſceching you to credit them & me with your gra- 
cious fayour and benevolent aſpet,uncer whoſe coun- 
tenance they will certainly finde caſts acceptance, and 
may doe ſome good abroad. 

Thus with my fervent, frequent, and conſtant pray- 
ers for your Highneſſe, that you may doe as you doe, 
(and have promiſed to doe? make it your work to ho- 
nour hima who hath ſo highly advanced you,and abun- 
dantly fatisfic the expe&ions of many thouſands oF 
people, eſpecially ours of the Clergy, whoſe eyes are 
upon you for good, our calling being once honourable, 
(and fo we hope by your meanes it may be againe; and 
we may live to ſee Trajan's dayes, in whoſe time they 
ſay a good man never wanted,nor a learned man beg'd: 
(For ſurely they will honour Learning, whoſe ations 
require and deſerve a learned pen) though ir be now a- 
baſed and abuſed by many ignorants,faring herein like 
the Maſter of the calling, who in ſuch eyes had neither 
forme nor beauty. Ir was a Feroboam my Lord) you 
know that made. Prieſts of the loweſt of the people, 
(which makes him carry thar infamous brand and tra ny 
, Ninereene times atrer him in Scripture) Fe: cboam the 

ſon of Nebat,c.by committing and impoſing the cruſt 
of Gods facred Oracles into. ſuch uncleane and unholy 
hands, 
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The Epiftle Dedicatpry. 
hands, and now the loweſt of hepa make them» 
ſelves Prieſts; This braſſe coyne, 2 g#natiws cals them, 
bearing their owne ſtampe and impreſſion. And it is 
not unknowne to your Highneſle, that the deſpiſing of 
the Ephod was the rot of Sauls Kingdome : Thar lſracl 
was without God, when it was without a Prieft to teach: 
Thar faithfull Paſtours and teachers are the guard, the 
ſafe-guard, the life-guard of a Church and State, con- 
feſſed ſo by a King, andenemy to Sion : That it was 
oreat Conſtantine's word to his Clergy, Adjuvate me 
precibus,egowos gladio, Help me with your prayers, I 
will help you with my power. That pions and devout 
Lord in this Land and Common-wealth, accounted 
the prayers of faithful Miniſters the walls of his houſe. 

Let it be the ſhame,and indelible blot of the Romiſh 
Synagogue, the Malignant Church, to have Golden 
Chalices and Wooden Prieſts, Mendicant and begging 
Prieſts, or their Prieſts beggars. Ir isthe honour and 
dignity of a Chriſtian Magiftracy & Common-wealth, 
when and where they that labour in the Word & Do- 
rine, are accounted worthy of double honour, and 
have both countenance and maintenance, regard and 
reward, I moſt humbly kiſſe your hand, (for an Epi- 
ſle, as Sexec« ſaith, ſhould not fill the hand) craving 
pardon for my prolixity 8& preſumption, which I hope, 
good my Lord, having had ſome early experience of 
your Highneſſe candour and condeſcention you will 
eaſily grant, accounting it my great happineſſe that ever 
I had any dependance upon you, and my honour and 
cred.t to have bcen, and to be, 

(My Lord) 
Towr moſt humble Oratour , and at 
your Highbneſſe command and ſervice, 


Edward T harpe. 
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TO THE READER. 


Courteous Reader, 
3 4B® May be by ſome wondred at, for ſending ſuch 
S rude 2; wnpoliſhed lines ro the try 
which even groanes under the burden of 
multitude of bookes , of the greater part 
whereof we may ſay with Socrates, The 
Paper is more worth than the matter : Foy there are (carce 
any that Preach that Print not,inſomuch as the Preſſe may 
ſay to the Pulpit in the words of Eſau to his brother, Keep 
thar thou haſt, I have enough my brother. 4nd ſecond- 
ly, it may be objefted , that I make t00 much uſe of other 
mens ſentences and ſenſe, and ſo ſerre to boaſt in other 
mens lines made ready to my hands : To whorn I anſwer 
m0 otherwiſe, than As the Spiders fine web s never the 
better, (it may be the ſooner ſwept away) becauſe it is (pun 
out of her owne bowels ,, So the Bees boney & never the leſſe 
{it may be the more) ſweet, becauſe it s extratied and g4- 
thered out of many flowers. Thirdly, 1 hope the ſubjed will 
make an eaſie way for the acceptance,treating of a through 
change and reformation. And it i to be hoped and deſired, 
nay expeited, that among it ſo many changes and mutati- 
ons which have been abroad in the great world, May him- 
ſelfe, that little world, will not ſtill remaine quits wnchan- 
ged. For where Gods judgements are ont in the world, the 
Prophet gives it as granted Gods people will learne righ- 
Seonjin et. Againe, bowſoever art may move affetion, it 
the plain Ward in the evidence and power thereof which 


mu#t remove corruption. Fourthly,1 could adae, they were 
preached 
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preached ina very populons, _—_ and judicious Au- 
d tory, and aefired earneftly of mevof judgment and note, 
of worth and parts, whoſe reſpeds I have rather ſatisfied 
in the printing of them, than mine owne dtſires, Beſides, 
I have not read any that have ſo fully treated or diſcour- 
ſed of this materiall and neceſſary ſubjeft ; and therefore [ 
requeſt every Reader in the words of Iſocrates to Nico- 
cles, Aur hiſce praceptis utere, aut tu ipſe inveni meli- 
ora: Either make nſe of theſe wholſome Dottrines and 
* Exhortations with me, or elſe publiſh better thy ſelfe 
if thon art able to publiſh better in the future, yet it will 
profit thee to make uſe of theſe for the preſent. I am bold 
therefore for the reaſons aforeſaid to ſeud that to the eye 
which was at firſt preſented 1o the eare ; hoping that ſome 
way er other they may get to the heart, and with Naamans 
poore ſervants ſend ſome to that Jordan which may cure 
them of their native leproſie, Which that theſe diſtracted 
Meditations may helpto do, Ileave and commend thee in 
my prayers and devotions to God, andte the word of his 
grace, which,c. At.19.32. So prayes, 
Thy ſcrvant in Jeſus Chriſt, 


EDdwaRrD THARDE. 


—— 


 . HonraT. 
—S1 quid noviſfti reins iftis, 
Candidus imperti : ſi non, his utere mecum. 
Reader, if better things be knowne'to thee, 
Impart them, or niake uſe of theſe with me. 
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HEAVENLY BIRTH: 
OR, 
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JAM. 1.18, 


Of his own Will begat be us by the Word of truth , that we ſhould 
be a kind of firſt fravits of his creatures. 
PERS His General Epiſtle of St. James ſo called, not 
\ becauſe ic is more general, or zuthentick than 
other of the Epiſtles ( all being of equal autho- 
> rity and holineſs ) but in regard of the dedica- 
tion (it being direRed and dedicated to the 
ewelve diſperſed Tribes, ver. 1.) is full of very uſcfull, and pra- 
7 Ricall dodtrin, eſp:c4ily this firſt Chapter ; which treates of 
' divers Graces and Virtues, and prefſes many heavenly precepts. 
/ * 1. Ir perſwades to comfort in afflitions, nay even to joy in 
| tribulation , and that by a ſweet , loving , and infiouating com- 
pellation (My brethrex : ) Fames was the Brother of our Lord, 
and for his virtues and holineſs called , Zawes the juſt : yet out 
of Apoſtolical kindneſs and humility , that his exhortations 
might be the more prevalent and perſwaſive, being ſeaſoned 
with mc ckneſs and love he calls them Brethren ; My brethren Ver 
connt it all joy when you fall into divers temptations, That is, 
eſteem ie matter of chi'f joy and exn)ration to tread in their 
Mafters fieps : Rejoyce , andbe glad; for, &c, This leſſon Paw! 2X53 
and Sy/; learnt out of the School of the Croſs, who Went away , __ 
rejoycing that they Were counted Worthy 8c. The birds of Paradiſe 
fiog ſws-ceft in a cage , knowing thac co them it is given ( as 2 
great bl. fling ) not onely to beleeve, but to ſuffer for Chrilts 
ſake ; and that through mazy tribulations we muſt enter int 6 Philin.y,29., | 
the kingdom of Ged, The more we ſuffer , the liker Chriſt ; 
B and 
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eb 10.27. 
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(eb.12,i1, 


A Treatiſe of the New Tirth : or, 
and the longer, the greater will begour reward, 

Secondly : In the two next verſes iy exhorts to Faith and Pa: 
vience, the ewo Legs of Chriſtianity, the two ſupporters nnder 
the croſs ; the onely cordiaks in heavy and calamitous times 
( ſach as thoſe were, ) For Faith beleeves the promiſes, and P4- 
tience attends and waits for the accompliſhment ; and indeed, 
as the Apoſtle faith, /e have need of patience, that when we have 
done the will of God , (in doing whereof we ſball find great 
oppoſition ) wee may receive the promiſe, Faith holds up x 
Chri''ians head , bu: Patience and Perſeverance crowns it : He 
that belceves makes not haſt ; for h* knows that in good time 
he foall reap, 5f he faint not. Knowing that the tryall of your 
faith &c. And let patience have her peefott Work. 

The nature of Afi:Qions is, they are probations and eryale. 
The effe& of them , they work Patience , they bring the quiet 
fruit of righteouſneſs to them chat are exerciſed therein. 

The fineft Gold is put into the hotteſt furnace ; witneſs the 
three children : Poter's faith. was tryed by Sathans winnowing, 
and Paul's by his buffcring ; but Chrilts prayer was ſufficient 
for the one, and-his grace for the other : Aud the Son of Gad 
walks with his children even in the hotteRt fire, and reſtrains the 
heat and flames, Therefore whatſoever our ſufferings are , we 
ought to kiſs Gods rod , and to erabrace his chaſtiſements upon 
our knees ; like the Camel, totake our load Rooping , and 
not to mak: thoſe xMiAions which are bitter enough of chem. 
ſelves, to be far more bitter by our impatience. 

3. In the 5, 6,7, and $ verſes the Apoltle direAs us how we 
Gould dire& our prayers to God, that we may ſpeed in our 
ſuits, and not be ſeat empty away. If any man want w/dom., 
that is, the wiſdom to behave himſelf quietly and Chriſtianly 
under Gods correRing hand (which requires great wiſdom and 
prudence :. A Chriſtian being-ſo much a Chriftian as he is in 
temptations and tryals ) /ct him ak of God, who gives to all mon 
liberally, and upbraids net, 8c. But let him look to the manner 
of his asking which God regards more then the matter, looking 
not ſo. much at the thing, and duty done, a5 at rhe mind and 
affeRion with which it is done : regarding not ſo much guar 
louns 26 952m beve 3, looking more #t the heart then the hang: 

Jy, 
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Birth from Above: 


My ſon give me thy heaxt. Let him ach in faith nothing Waver- 
ing. They muſt be corfilene in their petitions, the heart muſt 
be hrmwly ſetled upon Golls promiſes without any doubting or 
wavering: For the true , and effeRuall prayer is the prayer of 
Faith : Whatſorver ye ark in prayer belzeve and you ſhall receive 
it, This was that made thoſe Jews prayers miſcarry , they 
were unmannerly and ſenſuall : Te ak, and receive not, becauſe 
ye ach amiſi, that ye might ſpend it upon your luſt. 

4. In the oth verſe it ceacheth the man of low degree 
how to carry himſelf under the burden of his poverty and 
want, ſo as to have an eye to his exaltation z Lee the brothey of 
low degree rejoice that he is exalted, Bleſs God with ob as well 
when he takes away , #s when he gives. Gods own dear chil- 
dren are often placed in the loweſt formes : but here is their 
comfort, "men may be baſe and low, in a mean, and deſpicable 
condition in the eye of the world, and yet be bigh in Gods ac- 
count ; who looks not as man looks , man at the habit , God at 
the heart, Though he be re pavper , ſpe diver, x poor Chri- 
ftian may be a rich Saint: Rich in inward, and ſpirituil endow- 
ments and qualifications, which alone God values. And many 
times 8 man hath moſt of cheſe riches, when he hath laſt of che 
others ; Petey had no filver nor gold , bat he had that power 
from above to cure the ctiple whic: filver and gold could nor 
doe. And God ( 2s 7.ames ſaith ) hath choſen the poor of the world 
rich in faith, and heirs of hu kingdom, Nay, he mult b: poor in 
ſpicit who experts that kingdom. A poor man may be (nay 
often is) heir to a heavenly kingdom : If he be as poor in ſpirit 
as he is in purſe, | 

5. It teacheth a man of high degree, a rich man how to carry 
himſelf upon his mountain and not to think with Babylon never 
to be moved or ſhaken , but in his greateſt height and alticnde 
to think and fear he may be brought down : But /et the rich re- 


joice that he 14 brought lol, or made loWv, becauſe as the flower of 


the graſs be ſhall paſs away : For the ſun no ſooner riſeth with a 
burning heat but it withereth the gra(s, and the flower thereof fal- 
8th, and the grace and faſpion thereof periſheth ; ſo alſo ſhall , 8c, 
In which ewo verſes we ſee that all bumane things ſtand upon 
two lame legs, Incertainty, and 0” "in or — 
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Mart.15,28 


James 4.4. 


Jamos x. 5, 


Mart. 5.3. 


Ver,10.11. 
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ccleſ. 2.8, 


vel.12,1,2, 


A Treatife of the New Big + or; 
They are uncertain to continne, an 


Their eye is nor f:tisfred with ſeeingfhor the ear with hearing, 
Again, he that Joveth falver ſhall not be fatisfied with filver : 


They are uncertain too ; truſt not in uncertain riches bur in the . 


living God ; and if riches increaſe ſet not your hearts upon them, 
How doth St, Zawes in thoſe two verſes ſhadow out the uncer- 
tain and frail condition of all worldly luſtre > Even Scepters 
and Diadems have their periods, and the greateſt Pceferments , 
2nd Honours upon earth their appointed dates, Empires and 
Crowns have their mutations and alterations, their trepidations 
and terminations, aid like other inferiour bodies their growth, 
declining and expiring. Two deadly enemies doe alwaies zt- 
tend all earthly Crowns, Death, and Diſturbance ; the one un- 
crowns the head, or, the other un-heads the crown. There is n0+ 
thing permanent, nothing fure or certain under the Sun, nor 
will bz in this wayning, and waxing Moon, until with the true 
Faithfull ſonnes of our Mother { the Church ) we have this 
Moon, this world under our feet , and be cloathed with-thar 
Sun of righteouſneſs which never ſets, and crewned with thar 
Crown which Chriſt the juſt Judge (hall-ſet upon rhe head of 
them which fight his battails, and follow the doftrine of the 
twelve Apoſtles ( which do indeed imbelliſh chat Crown.) Let 
not the rich therefore grieve or pine that they are brought low; 
becauſe as the flower of the graſs they ſhall paſs away, ſo eafily, 
and fo ſarely. The lowneſſe of mans mould ſhould therefore 
take down the highneſſe of his mind ; and the confideration of 
his frail and fading eſtate, be a ſtcong motive to humility and 
lowlyneſs: Neither beauty, nor honour, nor riches, nor pomp, 
nor power, nor any outward ſplendonr and-luſtre , ſhould, or 
doe elate a true and wel-grounded Chriſtian, but ſeriouſly pon- 
dering the vain, frail, and fading condition of all theſe, he will 


' withdraw his heart from an high eſteem of all excellencies and 


greatneſs ; live in a conſtant, and continuall expeRation of; and 
preparation for a change, 


Note this wel pray you you-who pride your ſelves in earthly 


honours, beauties ard worldly braveries: All fl:(his graſs , 
and the glory, the goodneſs, the beauty, and comelineſs as the 


gower of the graſs,. The flower is the beauty of the graſs, and 
amy 


oſufficient to content? 
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and wither. All fleſh is th; the faireſt, the comelieft, the love- 
lieft, the higheſt, and ſtron$eſt, the honourableſt : Ir is not only 
as which continueth longeſt, bur as the beauty and flower of 
the graſs which fades ſoonelt ; for the graſs often ſtands and 
remains when the flowers are cropt and withered, And it is- 
worth-your noting too, to bring you unto-the love and longing 
after another birth, which my Texc treats of, How ſoon che 
flower fades, withers, and miſcarries . The hand crops it, or the 
worm eats it, or the ſun ſcorcheth it, or the wind blaſterh ie, or 
the froſt pinchetht it, or elſe thoſe timely and early bloſſoms fall 
off of themſelves, as ay flowers, How ſoon I pray youdo all 
earthly beauties and honours like lowers fade and wither?Even 
as ſoon almoſt as they are diſplayed;they do but open and (hew 
themſelves, and are gone and vaniſhed ; jult like Jonab's Gourd, 
doth comeup in anaight', and withered in a day : The Sun 
doth but ſhine . 4s the Apoſtle ſaith , with » ſcorching hear, 
and they wit:er ; they, and cheir riches, and honour, and cx- 
cellency, »d power, paſſe, and are gone, and that with as cafis 
2 turo, and motion of providence as the flower fades, All is 
veulty,. and it were well if men felt not the other, vexution of 
ſpirit, This was excellently, and elegintly figured, and ſhadow- 
ed in Nebauchadnezar's Image, Dan. 2. which had a head of fine 
gold, and breaſt and arms of filver, thighs of braſs, and legs of 
iron, but his feet were of duſt and clay, The highelt, the migh- 
gieſt, the nobleſt, the ſtrongelt, let'them carry their heads never 
ſo high with Babe! (che hammer of the world )build their neſts 
inthe clouds, or higher amongſt the ſtars, and ( in vain confi- 
dence ) boaſt with her, 7 fit as a Queen and ſhall never be moved, 
yet they goe all upon feer of dirc and clay, which will quickly 
fail chem, and [ay their honour in the duſt: Thopgh they have 
golden beginnings, and proſperous, and ſuccesful proceedings, 
long, and (irong continuance, yet theſe greac bodies-are mortal 
too, they goe the ſame way as ſmall ones doe, onely they make 
a greater noiſe in their riſc and fall : They have their beginning 
and ending, their infancy, youth and age, as thoſe great Monar. 
chies had prefigured in that great Image : For God ſers them. 
their bounds, as he doth to the ſea, which th. y cannot p35 
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A Treat ſe of the New Birth : or, 
«nd ſaith to them (+5 to that) Hicherto {1alt thou come; and ng 
further, here will I top thy proud; waves : But in this new 
Birth, this B.rch from above, of whica my Texc treats, we arg 
begotten from above by a Father to an Inheritance immortall, 
and undefiled, which fades not away, and to a Kingdom which 
cannot be ſhaken, as all worldly Kingdomes are, 

6, 1n the 12, verſe the Apoftl: (hews the happy and bleſſ:d 
condition of affl;Fion patiently born, they cerminate, and cnd 
in happyreſs: In much (uff:rance is eaſe, and the Croſs leads to 
the Crown : AffiRion and Blefſedneſs do often meet in the 
ſame perſon ; an aflied man is a bleſſed man, if he deſpiſe not 
the chaſtening and correRion of the Lord , but patiently, and 
willingly welcome it, with the words of Zerem. 7t i my ſorrow, 
and 1 will brar it. Bleſſed tu the man &c. 

The 13, 14, 15, 16 verſes ſet forth unto us the true Father of 
a falſe cbild : The child is fro ; the father, with ſome, isin ſome 
controverſiz : For as notorious, and common Serump:ts doe 
ſome times lay their Baſtards ar the Charch door., ſo there are 
ſome prophane , and Atheiſtical perſons which lay thgir fin and 
iniquity at heaven gates, and would make God the zwhor of 
fin : Which the Apoſtle takes away in the fone former menva- 
ned verſes: Let no man when be « tempted, ſay, I am tempted of 
God ; for God tempt: no man to evil, neither 1 tempted: But every 
man u tempted, &c. 

God is no wayes to be thought the Parent of ſach a baſe brat: 
For as Fulgentize, ſurely Dexs non poteft eſſe illins author enjus 
eft ultor ; God cannot be the author of that which he is the re- 
venger, To makea hell, and to caſt into that hell, ſtands not 
with the Nature , Wiſdome, and Mercy of God : This falſe , 
and errogeous opinion the Apoltle takes away in the 16 verſe ; 
Erre not drar brethren, W: (ſhould be dear to one another , 
though divided; Dear, and Brethren in affeRion, though divided 
in opinion : For, It « 4 good and joyful thing for, &c. But how- 
ſoever you erre in other chings, let not this damnable error ſo 
far poſſeſs you, as to make God the author of fin, Miſtake not 
ſo far as to ſay, Becauſe God concurs in fin, the aRion of fin, he 
hath any hand in the evill of it : Nor ſay , If God would not 
have me fin, wby doth he not hinder me > The aRion h_ is 

» 8, 
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Gods, becauſe in him we live, move, and have our being: But 
the evill of the aRion ay is Sathans, and our own, The devill 
is the father, and fin hi own, no other mother then our own 
luſts. Indeed nothing is ſo traly ours as our fin, which is evi- 
dent enough by our cockering of it, and our indulgence over it, 
and by our lothneſs to part with it : we dandle it, and hug it, 
and feed and foſter it, and cry with the Harlot, A's dividatar, 
Let it not be divided, let that live though ſaid ſhe, aithough ie 
be an eye-fore to God , and a plague-ſore to the ſoul ; and if 
we not kill fin in ns, then fin in us will kill us : Yet many men 
will part from their ſouls rather char their fin. How comes ie 
elſs to paſs , that Hell hath ſo maoy ſouls, if their fia was nor 
dexrer to them than their ſouls? 

| Man is the aRive author, God the permitter, and ſufferer of 
| tn: Godſuftzines the motion of the will , man he defiles, and 

pollates the aRof willing : God conforms and agrees to the 

; adtion, men to thepravity and deformity of the ation. As 
; Carkneſſe neceſſarily follows when the Sun withdraws his light, 
> and yet the San is not the cauſe of the darknefle, but the ab- 

' fence of the light; ſo when God withdraws his grace fin fol- 
lows, but not as an effe&, the cauſe, but as 2 conſequent to the 
Antecedent : Therefore, erre not #xy drar brethren ; God is (0 
far from being the author of fin, that he is the fountain and: Augug. 
originall of all graces and yirtues, Vecſe 17, Every good &c. 
Noftra bona ſunt Dei doma ; Our goods are from his govdnels ; 

afe the enumerations and rayes of that S»» of Rightcon/- 

weſr. Then comes in the Text; for from whence dorh every 
good and perfe& gift proceed, but frem the *&vSoy in , the good 
will and pleaſure of God , which is the fountain ang original of 
ul Graces-and goodneſs ? 

This is the Inference, and Coherence of the words ; wherein 
- i Thave bren too tedious, and intrenched upon your paticnce:: 
' IfT have made too lovg and large an cntty or porch to fo ſmall 
z houſe, pardon my boldneſs my'/iatent was to.biizg in my Text 
ik order and method + Let uscow look into that houſe we all 
fefire tobe of; and in, 

Of his olvn Will be begat #s with theword of truth , that Wre- 


Pall bear the fot ſui af i ervmmres. With refleRion there | 
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A Treatiſe of the New Byth : or, 
fore of y-ur eyes ro th. 5 verſe. which is more remote, eſpe; 
cially to che 19 verſe, which is morenear , and to which ins 
deed the words of my Text have relxion : Conſider , I pray 
ycu, that of all choſe gifts and graces which God of his free 
love hath given to the children of men ; of all thoſe evidences 
and teſtimovies of Gods good will and pleaſure, of all thoſe 
divire expr:flions of his goodneſs and mercy, this of our New 
Birth, or B.rth from above is the greatelt, and chiefeſt, Of our 
Regeneration I ſay again, or ſecond Birth : For man in his 
ficlt birch, Afar born of a woman hath but a ſhort time to live, and 
i ful of miſcie, His life (poor man) is not ſhort and ſweet, 
bu:. ſhore and ſharp : though he hath want of daies, yet he hath 
ſtore of taiſerics. And miſerable he is, not onely in regard of 
the cal;mities and ſorrows he is born to, butin regard of the 
fin, and iniquity he is born in : For being firft ab immmunde con+ 
ceptus ſemine , born of unclean ſeed, and nurſed in a (infull 
womb , «bi prize incipit macula quam vita, where he is tained 
and polluted before he be conceived or quicknec., How can 
that be clean which is born of a Woman ? 7 Was born in iniquity 
( faith David) ard in fin hath my mother conceived mri As if hy 
had faid , True it is, O Lord, and I doefreely, and feeliogſy 
confeſs it, that I have been over-ſpread with corruption ever 
ſince I ſaw the light: Nay , which is more, no ſooner wis the 
ſubſltarce wh:reof I was framed and made , warm in my Mo- 


' thers wowb , but I was ſtained and tainted with originall cor« 


rupticn. Therefore very neceflary and needfull is a new, and 
another Birth to cover the ſtains and poliutions of the firſt, of 
che o!d : A ſecond birth co ſanAtfie our fiilt ; a birth from a- 
bove to make holy our naturall birth ; Regeneration to bleſs 
our Generation ; as neceflary and needfull as light is unto 
darkneſs, as heaven to the immunity and freedom from hell, as 
reparation £0 & ruinous and rotten building, as the ſoul to give 
life unto the body. Nay ſo neceflary and needfull, that with- 
out it we cannot ſee the Kingdome of God. Yerily , we- 
rily I ſay wnto you, that 1 had two births my ſelf, one by an eternal 
generation, which no man can declare : Another in the fulneſs of 
time being made of a Womax.&c, You mult have two buths roo, 
one from Heaven, or your earthly and carnall birth can doe you 
no good . | The 
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Birth from Above. 


The 1:alian: have x prudent proverb, it is good to be borng 
wiſe, or twice; wiſe to man can be borne, News ne/cituy 
ſummus, or ſanixs; No man is borne a Saint, but made ſo, 
virtue non oft ex traduce,goodnelle is not by generation,it maſt 
be therefore by regeneration : Better a thouſand times not be 
borne at all, than not borne 3gaine ; we ſhall very bitterly 
curſe the day of our firſt Birth, if we have not x ſecond. Many 
ſolemnixe & keep feſtival their Birth-dzy(which they have little 
reaſon to doe, if they looke upon their Bicth-ſiane.) If their 
naturall condition be conſidered, they have little cauſe to re- 
joyce or be merry upon their B.rth-day, ir calls rather to Ly- 
mentation or Teares. The new borne Babe ſeerns to cry down 
that joy and cxaltation, who comes erying into 2 troubleſome 
world. Nendum neſcitur ſed proph«tat, It is the day and blefled 
time of our New Bicth, wherein we ſhould rejoyce and be 
glad, which wc (hould keep holy to the Lord, wherein as in our 
Baptiſme (the Laver,'and Sea'e, and Signe of regeneration as in 
our earthly Regiſters)our names are written in the bock of life, 
wherein we arc borne to live for ever ; whereas in our Birth we 
are dewnati antequanm nati, drmned before we be borne : 
being filii terre we are filis ire, we muſt therefore be rexats, 
if we would not be damn, renewed and converted, if we will 
not be condemned. 

From which conſideration, take this obſervation and com- 
fortable DoAtine ; He that 5 borne twice, fball dye but once, 
but he that % but once borne ſhall aye twice. 

The ſecond Birth (ball free us from the ſecond Death , the 
firſt, and none but that, (ball make us liable both to the firſt 
and to the ſecond death ; Bur what doe I fay, that the rege- 
nerat- pe! ſon the Beleever (hall dye ? no, he (hall not dye at 
all : Quicnr que ſermones meas cuſtodiverint. 8&c. Wheſoever 
keeps my ſayings, he ſhall nat tafte, he ſhall not ſee drath, Death 
may buz and keep? 2 agile about his eares like an angry Waſp, 
but he hach loſt his Rig, the ſtiog was le't in Chriſt Jeſus body, 
he doth viRtariouſly triumph over it; O Death where 4 thy 
ſting ? © Grave, &c. He may exult and rcjoyce over Death, 
O Death, my Saviour hath been thy death, and thon canſt nor 
be mine : My Saviour dyed _ me, I cannot Gye by thee : 
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4 Treatiſe of the New Birth : or, 
Chriſt hath killed thee, and thou canft got kill me ; if kill me, 
not hurt me. T have made my peace, with my Judge, and I 
feare not the Baily ; my Redeemer hath made my peace with 
my God,and bcing juſtificd by Faith, I have my Quirrw eſt, I 
have peace with God, and therefore neither Death, nor Hell, 
nor he chat hath the power of both. can hurt me ; and there. 
fore to every regenerate perſon I my p:: n-unce that bl: (fing, 
which Saint 7ohn doth, to chem that hav? pat inthe fit reſur. 
reQion (which is nothing elſe bur ri gen: rac on.) Bleſſed and 
boly ts he that hath his part in the firſt reſarre (ton , For on ſuch 
the ſecond Death ſhall have ns power, but they ſhall be aa Kings 
and Priefts unto God : O: this ſup-rnztu-4il and Heavenly B reh 
doth this birth treat,and of al) the 4.cauſes thereof. 1. Th: For- 
mall, 2. The Efficient, 3,The Initrum:ntall,and 4.the Final cauſe. 
3-The formal cauſe & that is God, progemnit D-m,Go! begers us... 

2. The Efficient, that is his will, he begets us of bis will ; 
for why he ſaves one and not another, why he ſoftens this 
wax upon which he will inftamp: his Image, and why he 
hardens chat clay, which he wil! caſt away, there is no reaſon 
can be given hereof, but the good pleaſure of his will ; Rew.9. 
18, Hi Will kave mercy, &c. 

3. The Inſtrumentall cauſe is verb veritats, the word of 
truth, called ſo for 4. Reaſons. 1. Becauſe it hath God, the 
God of Truth for its Author, 2; Becauſe it hath Chrilt the 
Truth it ſelfe, for its Witneſſe : 3. Breauſe it hath the Spirit of 
Trath for its compoſer; and 4.Becaule it teacheth all truth, and 
Jexds into all eruth : 7 nl pray to the Father, axd he ſhall ſend the 
ſpirit of truth, which fyall lead or guiar you into all truth, 

This word of Truth is che feed of our New Birth, By the 
grace of God, ſaith Paul, 1 have begotten you by the Goſpel, 
where you have aggine the inftrumenc, the mennes and the Au- 
thor,the Inſtrument, I Pax! for thuugh you have ten thouſand 
inftrutors, 7 am your Father in Chriſt ,&c. 

The mcanes, the Goſpel or Word, the Author Chriſt Jeſus, 
whoſe word it is, and who himſelfe is the ſupreame worke in 
our regeneration, 

Then fourthly, bere is the finall cauſe why we are regenerate 
and borne againe to bs holy and fanAified, to be a8 as fieft 
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Birth from Above, 

fruits of his Creatures, 5.c.that as amongſt the JeWvs in the Law, 
the firſt fruits were conſecrate and ſer apart for God, ſo rege- 
nerate perſons and believers amongſt and above all others are 
ſequeſtred and ſet apart for the ſervices and purpoſes of God ; 
and this end and effcR of Repgeneration,ſhews the Honour xnd 
Dignity, the priviledge and prerogatives of the ſonnes of God, 
as you (hall here anon ; otherwiſe as in other Births, ſo in this 
you may pleaſs to obſerve 4. things more. 1, Parts. 2, Ute- 
rid, 3: Semen, And 4. Frulius, The Birth, the Womb, the 
Seed, andthe Fruit, 

The Birth, and chat is a holy Birth, progenuir Dew, God 
b:gets us. The Spiric of the Almighty over-(hadowing the Soul, 
2s it did the Body of the 5 gin Mary, ſan fics it, and brgets 
a new Creature; for as Chrilt was conceived by the holy GnovRt, 
ſo maſt every Chriſtian be. 

The Womb, and that is a holy Wornb too , the Womb of 


the Morne, as David calls it, the dew of chy Birth is &c. or Pal. 110 


chy Birth from thc Womb is as the morning dew,(a holy eranſ- 


poſicion of the words) which enlivens and exhilerates all chings, D 


refreſhes and renews thim. 


Here is Semen, the S.cd, and that is a holy ſeed too, We 3. Semen.| 


are borne, faith the Apottle,net of mertall,but immortall,not of cor- 
ruptible but incorruptible ſeed, even of the Word, $&C, 1 Pet, 1. 
23. Aﬀſccd which Saive Paxl ca!ls living, both becauſe ic quick- 
ens them that are dead in fianes and treſpaſſes, and b:cauſe it 
makes us heires of eternall lifr, A ſeed cleane contrary to hu- 
mane ſeed, for as that b:g et; flafull man, chis kills bim, 

Liſtly,here is Fr «7: the fruit,and that is a holy and heavenly 
fruic £00; for being regenerate and borne againe unto God we 
have, x3 the Apoſtle ſaith, ew freit unto holineſſe, and the end © 
everlaſting life, Rom.6 21, 

Thus we ee in part, the nature, manner, cauſes, eff.&, and 
end of cur N w Bith, or Birth trom above, 

This unto fl:(h ani blood ſeems very Rrange;tell rhe natu-al 
man of his regeneration, and new Birth, that he mult of necel- 
ſi:y be Lorne againe, and you ſpeake to him 2 parable and mi. 
ſtery. You can never falten any thing upon kim, but wha is 
made evident by demonſtration: He will not beheve chat he 
ſees not, and therefore certainly - (hall never fee that which 
i 2 he 
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A Treatiſe of the New Birsb + of, 


he cannot or will not believe: As Nicodewss before his con: 
ve: ſion hearing Chriſt ſpeak of the neceffity of Regeneration. 
he makes it a matter of impoſſibility * How can 4 man be borne 
when he it old,can he enter into bis Mothers Wombe and be borne a« 
gaine, Aſtrange, nay, an impoſſibie thing he ehinks it is, to be 
borne 2g1ine, by the word or ſpirit of God : Words thinks 
he, may beget words (2s they doe too often) but not creatures, 
And that Pofthnnens (hould be Primitie, the laſt creature made 
the firſt fruits, chis ſeems alcogerher impoſſible :- Bur Faith is 
not captivated eo ſence, it exceeds reaſons limits, it is not the 
Naturall, but the Spiricuall mar. Nor the Natucall but Spiri- 
tuzll eye, which diſcernes how God is our Father. | 
Indeed many wayes doth the Lord challenge unto himſelfe 
this loving attribute of Paternity and Fatherhood, but princi. 
pally three: 1, By Creation, 2. By Regeneration, and 3, A- 
doption;Between which there are theſe differences in our Cre. 
ation, 
1, We were fil fats, made Sons; In our regeneration we 
are filis genits, begotten Sonnes. 
2. Our Creation,that was out of Gods councel!, Faciamsj 
bowinem, let us make man after our Image, | 
Our regeneration,that is-out of hiswill, vo/nntarie nes pens! 
3.In our Creation; Dixit Dens & formati ſumus, GoT ſpake 
the word-and we were formed and made;in our Regeneration, 
Operatnr Spiritur Sanus & reformati ſwmu: Gods ſpirit works, 
and we are reformed, re-made. 

4+ In our Creation he gave us our ſelves; in our regeneration, 
he gave himſelfe for us, his life for us : He gave his ſoule a ſa- 
crifice for ſinne, that he might ſee bi ſeed, E/ay.53.10. 

Our Creation as I hinted, colt him but a few words, he ſpake 
and we were made, he commanded and it was effected : But 
our Redemption through his blood; coſt him many words and 
blows, many wounds and ſufferings, that he might ſee his ſeed 
he made his ſoule an offernig for finne ; He took rpon him onr 
finnes that we might be taken for Sonnes. 

We were loft in Adsm» by onr generation in «Fdan we all 
dye, but in Chriſt we are all made alive. 
We fell in Adam» and his fall hath wounded and bruiſed = 
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! but ſift livere ſavati ſumus , by Chrifts ſtripes we arc heal- 
' ed, Aſtrange way to be healed by wounding. To kill the Phy- 


fitian co recover the Paticat : That God ſhould dye, to pre- 
ſerve man from death : To tame a Lyon, they ſay they beate 
a Dogee, but here the Lyon is beaten for the Dog, the Lord 
for the Servant, he humbled himſelf and took our nature up- 


- on him, to ſanAlifie, nay to glorifis our Nature, in which nature 


he ſuffered, for this onely end, to make us accepted ; 1deo fi 
lime Dri falira oft home, wt homines facern filies Dri, Therefore 
Was the Son of God made the ſon of Idan, that the Sens of Mn 
might be made the ſou: of God.Brhold then and admire what love 
the Father hath (bewed nato us, that we ſhould be thus made 
and called the So»s of God, r Job. 3 1. 


But to proceed in order : I will begin with the fiſt cauſe of ,, ©,1e 4 
Formal cauſes 


our Regeneration : The formal cauſe ; God. 

Progennit Dew, God bergets us : And the word the Apolile 
uſeth here to beget is worth your ſerious obſervation : it is 474- 
x9+6+4y , peperit , a word which the L-arned give to the ſoul as 
well as unto the body, to the ſpirit as well as to the Al:(h of 
man: For we mult underſtand that the ſoul and ſpirit of 
man hath its birth and children, as well as the fi:(h and body: 

As for example : Memory that is the birth of the Braine, 
thoughts they are the birth of the Heart, and Grace that is the 
child of the Spirit; I, and there are dolours and pangs, tribu- 
lations and ſorrows, throbs and throws, gripes and convulſions 
in this our ſecond Birth, as many ( if not more) and as great 
(nay greater) than in our fuſt, The mourning weed , the mel- 


. tingeye, the pale countenance, the voice of lamentation, the 


broken heart, the contrite ſpirit: Afary HMagdalen's tears, Fer 
ruſalem's ſighs and groans, who wept continually in the night, 
with David, who waſhed his bed, and watered his couch with 
his tears ; 7acob's wreſtling ; Pax!'s combat, and complunt , 
Aliſerable man that I am, Who, &c, ( It being as painfull for a 
man to be delivered of bis fiane as eyer it was for a poor, 
wracked mother to bee delivered of her burden ) chat ja{ge- 
ment being laid upon our Spiritual conception, wiich was npon 
our Natural, 1 will greatly wwltiply the ſorrows of thy conception, 
in labexr, and ſorrow , &c, Allthele doth the Loxd cauſe, and 
C 3 | raiſe 
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A Treatiſe of the New Birth : or, 


raiſe in 2 man before this new man can be conceived {a him, or 
born of him. When the eyes are _ with cears , and the hear 
doth ake with grozns, when the foul and body like the Virgin , 
Marie's is ready to be divided as with a ſword: when with Da- 
vi4 we roar and cry for the very diſquietneſs of our hearts ; 
with Rebecca fecling the 0:d man and the new,2s (he did Faces 
and Eſau (trug'ing in her womb , we cry out, Why ans I thu ? 
when with the woman in the Rev.12. we cry out, and are pai- 
ned, ready to be delivered ; the grezt red Dragon ſtriviog eo 
hinder our converfion,as he did her conception;Then,then doth 
this New man b?gin to conceive and quickend: For as no birth 
of the creature can bs without ſorrow, and pain, No death 
without dolour , no incifion , or curting of the flcth withour 
ſharp, bitter, or grievous dolours: So cannot the heart be cir. 
cumciſed, our regeneration or new birth eff. Red withour much 
grief and angui(h of ſpirit, You know that the Babe that bath 
lien but nine coneths in the Mothers womb cannot be born 
without ſharp pain, & dath any Chriſtian think eo be rid of his 
fin, in which he wis conceived and byrn, which alſo hath con. 
ceived and bred im him, and which be hath nouriſhed and fo*- 
ſtered many years in his bowels, without great dolor and ſor- 
rows? No, no, but 3+ Pharoah then burdened, and tix-d the 
Iſraelites ſoareſt when they w-re near their deliverance our of 
his bondage: And as the dumb D-vil thn vexed and tore the 
young man moſt, whey ouc Sviour was ready co calt him our ; 
So Sarhan alwaies troubles ch: Gosly molt unceſantly and 
grievouſly when their deliverarce from his bondrg- is nex- 
relt ; and as St, Fohn faith, Hath greate/ſ# wrath becauſe be knows 
his time 1s bus ſhort, Which doR.inal Obtervation hath a three« 


. fold Application. 


I. Ic may comfort the dear children of God when they feel 
ſuch inward pains and dolours, and aſſure them they are but the 
ſanQihed eruubles of conſcience, and the pangs of their New 
Birth; and therefore not to faint or be diſcouraged though 
they feel them in # plentifu'l manner: And if men never feels 
theſ: ſorrows, nor are acquainted with this bitterneſs of ſpirit, 
with this contrite hearr, with th: ſc wreltlings and fightings: If 
the New man and Old , the Ficſh and Spirit neves make a mu- 
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tiny, nor are together by the ears in the members ; If they find 
not the laWv of the members rebelling againſt the law of the mind 
( for they be theſs inward Civil Wars which make the bet 
Reformation) ſurely the Enemy poſſeſſes all , all being in p'3ce 
alwayes, and ſuch may fear they are nor yet inthe. [tate ot Re- —_—_ 
generation, And though feares and faintings, diffilences and 'y = eff q 
doubtings, theſe inward terrcurs and ſorrows be found and felt” 
in x plentifall mann-r, the heart is not to bee calt down, nor 
the ſpirit ro be diſquiered (although difquieted) for as I ſaid, 
th:(c pains and pinchirgs,and contrations of heart,are bue the 
pangs and throws of the New Birth, theſe tears, and gemmitia 
columbini,Dove-like chatterings zre ſure evidences of a ſuperna- 
turall conception : for Sathzns cloſeſt, and hotteſt, an fierc; t 
fiege is ever laid co che Caftle of the moſt rich and precic us 
ſoules. 

Secondly ; It is 2 note of Inſtruftion to ſuch as think the 
worke of their converſion to bze an eafte work, or ſuch a 
work 2s may be «ff Arg with peace and pleaſure (whereas that 
fin that was contraR#Yd with peace and pleaſure muſt ever be 
diſſolved with pain ) Cin.vcrfton is.calied che difficult work of 
Faith, and the duty of Chriſtanity, a working out of our fal- 
vation with fear and tremb'ing(and fear hath pain) 2 very hard 
a"d difficult work it'is ; For there muſt be a curting off the 
right hand, and = pulling our the right eye , calting away thoſe 
fins and pleaſures which are moſt dear and near unto us. H-re 
mult be leaving and forſaking Father and Mother, W.fe and 
Children, Brethren and S:ſters, Lands and Livings, renounging 
21! deareſt, and neareſt relations, abandoning all cou:ſes which 
have been pleaſurable and: profitable to us, and cleaving cloſe 
to Chriſt and his Faith and Trath; according to Sr, Hierons 
ſour and Chriſtian reſolution; It my Mother-that bare mue 
ho-g about my neck weeping an] wailirg if my Brethren Food 
2hour me beſeeching me co contiru: in my wicked courſe of | 
life, I would caſt my Mother to the grourd, I would tr: ad and | 
trample upon my brethren to ſerve my Lord and Mailer ; 1 | 
would leave and contemn all co enjoy him ; For ke ih. Ioverh 
Father and Methey move than mt 1s not worthy of w:8, 

Thirdly, it is a note of confutaticn and reprovt tothem who 

think: | 


A Treatiſe of the New Birth : or, 
think they can by cheuc own power aud itrengch induce or ind 
cline their hearts to grace ard goodneis ; We caancd reform 

- our ſelves : Indeed eaſily enough (God xucwws) we did,and do 
deform our ſclves, but none but God czn ref 2: m us : It is Gods 
onely proper and pecaliar work to regznerate 2nd reform, By 
bim we are renewed into our fic imzge. Naae can change the 
heart but he that made the heart ; non: ba! che hand that made 
us can mend us. It is Gods work. and it is marv:llous in our 
eyes, or ſhou'd be ſo. It is he that brings ro the birth, and gives 
ftrength to bring forth : For, Shall [cauſe «hers to bear , faith 
God, and my ſelf remain barren ? No, 1 will pur ont my FFirit 
pon all fleſh &c. It 1: God the! worketh in ws to will and to dog 
of his geed pleaſwre : It is he that doth create in us new hearts, 
and renews right ſpirits within us, Dabo«lli cor rounm, I will 
give them a ncw heart and ſpirit, and cauſe them to walk in my 
ſtatutes, Te is not in the power ef man to adde one cubit to his 
ſpicitaal tature,to make a hair white which is black: Far leſs can 
he change his heart to make that clean which is foul,holy which 
is unholy , and naturally the fink of fin and all uacleanneſs, Ir 
is from God we become his Sonnes : He ſends his ſpirit into 
cur hearts, h2piris of Adoption whereby We cry Abba Father, 
Rom $.15. But Adoption is where there is no genitare or beget- 

ting, that doth filiums facere, not gignere : It makes a ſon,ir be- 
Sets none, it is not after likene {s bue likirg; it is not of nativity 
but ruccupation ; Adoprion, that is Gods acceptation of ſons: 

Generation is the impreſſion of the Image God in thoſe ſons 

adopted, Now Generation is twofold, according to Nature , 

and according to Grace : According to Nature, and ſo Chrift 

alone isthe natural begotten Son of God:According to Grace, 
and ſo every man is his ſon : Obedience to Gods Commande- 
ments, conformity to his will b: apparent Tettimonies of our 

Sonſhip. To as many as beleeve his Word to theres be giveth 

power to be the Sons of God, 

Fcom that that hath been ſpoken ariſe two general propoſi- 
tions to be ſpoken of out of the firlt cauſe of R:generation. 
I. That the ſtate of a Chriſtian i a ntVv Geneniture and Birth, 
2 That God himſelf ts the anther and canſe of th Burth. FY 
I, That 
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Firth from Above, 
x. That the ſtate of a Chriſtian is a new Geniture and 
* birth : Whoſcever is in Chriſt, is a new, or another creature. 
Poets feign of Bacchxs, that he was the ſon of Semele , 
and the ſon of 7»piter, of Semele an earthly Woman, and of 
?mpiter a God. And Planrus writes of Hercules, thathe 
was the ſon of Amphirrwo, and fo mortal; and the fon of ?u- 
piter, and ſo immortal : What was but feigned in them, is 
” erueinus. Inevery Regenerate man, there are two men : 
The firſt is from the earth, earthly, as St. Paw/ ſpeaks, and 
ſo he may lay to correption , rhow art my father, and tothe 
worms , thow art my ſiſter and mother. The ſecond is from 
heaven, and fo he may call God Father, and hath full inte- 
reſtand power to call Chirſt his elder brother : Being the 
firſt born _ wany brethren. 

2. In our firſt birth we are born men by the will of men; 

In - ſecond birth we are begotten Chriſtians by the will of 
God. 

In our firft birth our mortal fathers beget us to ſucceed 

| them; weare born to die : In our ſecond our immortal Fa- 
ther begets us to live and abide with him forever. 

In our firſt birth our Fathers muſt die before we the ſons 
can inherit. In our ſecond the children muſt die before they 
can obtain their heavenly Fathers Inheritance. 

3. Inour firſt birth we are conceived and born in fin, and 
ſo by nature are children of wrath. In our ſecond weare 
the workmanſhip of God, created in Chrift to good works, 
and ſo conſequently the heirs of grace and glory: Ina word, 
a double Pedigree is in every Saint, one of mortality, another 
of eternity. Cum peccatorem dico duo dico, faith St. Auſtin , 
when I ſpeak of ſinner, I mean two men, a ſinner and a Sainr, 
2 man, and a Chriſtian man : One born after the fleſh, called 
the old man, another after the ſpirit, called the new. 

From which DoRrine ariſe three conſiderations, or obſer- 
vations. 

1. The verity and truth of eur new birth. 

3. The ſimilitudes and likgneſſes berween owr firſt and ſe 
cond birth, 
D 3. The 
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3. T he eminency.and dignity of a Chriſtians new birth, 

1. The verity and truth of our new birth: We are as 
truly ſaid to be renars, as nats, born again, as born atall. For 
if the wicked be damnats anrequam nati, damned before they 
be born; isit a harder thing, being once born , to. be 
born again ? Surely in ſenſe and reaſonit is harder farr to 
make ſomething of nothing , then to make that better which 
was ſomething. Iris as eafte to mend as to make , eſpecially 
when God is the workman ; elſe it is a great deal eaſter to 
mar then to make or mend : Difficilins eſt ſtruere quam di- 
Breere. IT know (as I ſaid before) that this unto fleſh and 
bloud ſeems very ſtrange, becauſe the natural mans faith 
Soes not beyond his eye : But (as a Father well notes) If in 
the ſecond reſurre&tion (the raiſing of the body out of the 
frave)God can reſtore that which was conſumed to nothing, 
and make it a more perfe& and ſound body then ever it 
was. Surely in the firſt reſurreion from ſin to grace, hecan 
renew and reform that body and ſoul which he firit made and 
— and he that firſt created them, can renew and amend 
them. 

Strange it ſeems to the eye of reafon , but conſider the a- 
Sent, and the wonder will ceaſe : Ile ſuſcitabit re qus creavit 
ze, faith the Father ; Ile refermabit qui formavit te, ſay 1, 
ile reficiet te qui fecit te: he that formed thee , will reform 
thee ; he that made thee will mend thee : Reaſon ſees not 
this. But »bi ratio deſinit , fides incipit , where reaſon ends, 
faith begins , and therefore crede quod non vides, & widebis 
quod non credes ; Believe what you ſee not, and you ſhall one 
day ſee what you would not believe. Burt is there no Sun, 
becauſe he that wants his fight ſees it not ; ſo is there no re- 
generation or new birth, becauſe the carnal man wants faith, 
which is the ſouls eye, by which it is diſcerned. Stephen when 
he was going to be ſtoned, he ſaw Chriſt ſitting at the right 
hand of his Father (which none of his perſecutors could do) 
In like manner the regenerate man(even in his moſt heavy at- 
flictions, and at the point of death he) ſees how God is - Fa- 
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ther, which the natural man cannot ſee , becauſe it is ſpiritu« 
ally diſcerned. | 

But ſince th knowledg of regeneration is ſo needfull, and 
the work ſo ſecret and myſtical, how may any Chriſtian know 
that heis regenerate, and whart are the trueſt ſignes and evi- 
dences thereof > For the firſt who require and requeſt to be 
inſtructed and taught in this faving doRrine; and which the 
Diſciples demand what is the meaning of this Parable ? I an- 
ſwer , Firſt by defining, ſecondly by ſhewing the evidences 
and infallible ſignes ard tokens of it. Regeneration then is 
this ; Ic is the change of the whole man from one thing to 
another, the change of the body and ſoul from fin to ſanctifi- 
cation, from darkneſſe to light, from the power of Satan un- 
to God, Atts 26 18. Ir isa Sandifying throughout, as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, Now the very God of peace, &c. But not any 
waies to confound Regeneration with Sanctification (for thac 
may be a miſtake) Regeneration is defined by the Learned to 
be this , It is an at or work of Gods wonderfull power, be- 
vetting the ele by the Miniſtry of the word (throughthe 
operation of the ſpirit of God) that of children of wrath by 
the deſert of ſin, we are by grace made the ſons and daugh- 
ters of God; or more briefly, It is a grace of God whereby 
the corruption of nature in believers is daily renewed to the 
image of God ; it is I ſay again, a grace of God, 1 Pet, 1+ 3. 
Who according to his abundant grace hath begotten us to a live- 
ly hope, by which (corruption of nature (tor that 1s the pro- 
per object of ir,called in Scripture the old man, or fleſh) is 
renewed/which is a word of religion oppoſed to the old cor- 
ruption drawn from the old Adam ( for fo is the new birth by 
the ſpirit oppoſed to the old birth by the fleſh,Fohs 3.) rothe 
image of God, ſee Phs/. 3.10. 

Fain, the word (renewed) importeth a compleat work 
upon the whole ſubjeR ; for asinthe birth of a child, nor 
one part, or more parts and members, bt the whole child is 
born ; ſo is this new birth, the whole man is born again ; as 
we are ſanQified(and as David praies to be purged and waſh- 
ed) ſo we are regenerate throughout , the whole man _ 
D 2 e 
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be a new creature = whoſoever is in Chriſt is ſo) which is 
not the framing of lomething out of ſomething, but of ſome- 
thing out of nothing. AndI pray you conſider, that as in e- 


very mutation and change, one thing removes , and another ' 


fucceeds. So in this generation or new birth, one thing comes 
inthe room of another ; and inthis birth from above , one 
thing dies which is corrupt nanture , which muſt die, or we 
muſt die (if we kill not the fin in us, the fin in us will kill ©x 
(This is called the old man)that which is changed, renewed, 
and quickened, 1s the new man , and therefore whoſoever is 
m Chriſt will put off che old man which is corrupt thro 

deceiveable luſts, and wifl put on the new, which after Chriſt 


is created in righteouſneſle and true holineſſe True holineſle, 


note the word, for there is great emphaſis inthe word true, 
and a great -deal of feign'd and falſe holineſſe in the world. 
The Axiom of the Polititian being too much in requeſt, Re- 
ligio ad morew non ad rem attinet. Trae religion is for the 


manners, not for the main, tis ſomething for his credit , no- 


thing for his profit , Machiavels leſſon is learned over and 
over, the ſhew of goodneſs and vertue is profitable and need- 
full, but the uſe and praRtice a trouble, it doth ag gravare ani- 
way, burden the ſoul, and hinder mens projects too much. 
Beloved, it will ask a long time, and much labour in many,to 
unlearn thoſe rwo Leſſons. But this let me tell them who live 
by them, Dediſcere quod malam eſt, oft defrina optimoe. To 
unlearn what is evil, 15 the beſt learning; and without all que- 
ſion, Piety is the belt Policy ; or asa King once ſaid, Hone- 
ſy is the beſt Policy; and as David, though a man after Gods 
own heart, faith that the beft wiſdom is to be wiſe to falvati- 
on; Thefear of God is the wy of wiſdom, a good un- 
derftanding have they that do thereafter, A man never begins 
to be intelligent uncill he begins to be obedient, and the beſt 


plot is to ſave a ſoul, to loſe which , he that knew the price - 
of ſouls well tels us, the: gain or purchaſe of the whole world 


cannot recompence ; he that to gain the whole world would 
loſe his ſoul, makes but an unwiſe bargain ; which bargain 


was wiſe enough,were not the pooreft piſed ſoul ofa grea- ' 
ter 
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ter value, the regenerate and true Chriſtian knows the valoe 

and worth of his foul and therefore deſires. to be renewed 

in the ſpirit of his mind, and he defires to know what the 

good and acceptable mind or will of God is. 

'  Andindeedin the mind, or fpirit of the mind, the work of C 
regeneration is firſt wrought ; as God in the creation began 
iſ with the light, Fiat /xx, Let there be light : fo in our 

new creation he begins with illumination , he firſt ſtrikes up 

one light into the mind, and they that were once darkneſle 
are now light inthe Lord Chriſt Jeſus, ſpeaking to the mind 
and underſtanding , as he did once to the blind man in the 

: Goſpel, Ephatha, be opened, and this new created-light in- 

ſtancly baniſheth all che darkneſſe of che mind and underſtan- 

ding (blinded before by the god of the world) asthe riſing 
of the Sundiſpels all foggs and miſts, and as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in another place, Phil. 3. 16. He preſently puts off the 

' old man with his deeds, axd puts on the new man, which is crea- 

' Bed in kyowleage after rhe image of God: Oportet enim eum qui 
alteram vitaw incepturus eſt pecori fineas imponere : It be- 
_ him.who is beginning a new life , to put an end to the 
old. 

Ann me leave Ipray youa little ſeriouſly and earneſt- 

; ly ro infiſt upon this Point, this ſaving Poinr. 

: ConceivelI pray youthat tobe r te and new born, 

: tobea new creature, or as my Text faith, the firſt fruits of 

| Godscreatures , -is not to become new in ſubſtance, but in 

qualities, and doth not conſiſt in multiplying bodies by gene- 

- ration, but inchanging of ſouls or minds into a new form : 

For non naſcimur,, ſed naſcimur Chriſtiani nec tam generatio 
najeds 7 St [peftanda eſt: Weare not born, but we 
are Chriſtians ; neither is generation ſo much regarded - 

; -asregeneration, becauſe in our new or ſecond birth we are 

not made the ſons of man, but the ſons of God, 

As when the ſpirit of magnanimity and valour,and Prince- 
ly Government came upon Saw/, it carved him into a new 


| Sowhentheſpirit of ſan&ification and holineſle deſcends 
; _ 
; 
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* upon any, it quite changes and turns them-into new creatures, 
it makes them , as we ſay, new men, and they will anifwver 
their former ſins and pleaſures ,' their wanton and vain Dali- 
lahs, with whom they have formerly ſpent too much of their 
precious time, as that young Convert anſwered his enticing 
and tempting Mrs. ſolliciting him to their wonted folly , Ego 
non ſum ego, Iam notl,I am not what I was, I was not whar 
I am ; he was changed in his mind, or his mind was _ 
in him. They will reſolve with St. Peters converts, The for- 
mer part of our time, or the time paſt of our lives, is enough 
to have ſpent, or rather miſſpenc after the luſts of the Gen- 
tiles, wewill ſpend the reſt of our time to the honour and 
glory of him thar died for us;Beloved Chriſtians,thusis a man 
in his regeneration converted and changed quite and clean in- 
to another man, as Chrift when he gave ſight rothe blind 
man in the Goſpel, he made him no neweyes, but gave ſight 
and light to them he had, and as when he raiſed Lazarms 
and the widows fon, one out of his grave , another going 
to it , he created no new bodies , bur put life and ſpirit into 
the fad. & * 

So in our regeneration and new birth , God makes us no 
new ſouls or bodies, but renews, reforms, amends, and chan- 
ces them we have. He takes not the eyes out of our heads, 
but the vanity, luſt, and fin of the eyes, moving us inwardly 
to make a covenant with our eyes, not to fook upon any 
tempting objet, and we will pray earneſtly with David , 
T #rn away miae eyes leſt they behold vanity ; and indeed Da- 
vid might well pray to God to turnaway, open, or amend 
his eyes, for both were naught 

One was bloudſhot with the murther of U-;4h, and the o. 
ther had Barhſheba the Pearl init ; and indeed ocents ſunt in 
amore duces, as in love, fo in luſt, the eyes are as leaders or 
windows to let ſin into the ſoul, Eve ſaw the beauty of the 
fruit before ſhe luſted after it, and Achan the wedg of gold, 
and the Babyloniſh garment before be covered it. 

Not our ears but the pravity and fin of our ears, the deaf- 
neſſe and dulneſle thereof ; and to fay truth, che firſt ſenſe 

ſanRified 
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{n&ified in our regeneration , is the ſenſe of hearing , be- 
cauſe it was the firſt char. was corrupted ; off firkt parents 
by. hearkning and liſtaing what the Serpent faid, were 
brought into a love and !tking of fin,and a regenerate Chri- 
ſtian by hearing what the ſpirit ſaich , is brought into an ha» 
tred and deteſtation of fin: Theſe are the ſenſes of diſci- 
pline and knowledge, therefore of grace : God opens our 
ears before he opens oureyes , if we will not hear God, we 
ſhall neverſee him : The ear is the principal ſenſe ſanRified 
eo receive ſpiritual and ſaving inftruRtions, as you may read 
in the Proverbs ; and St. Pal makes it an impoſſible thing 
to believe, if we will not hear : The ſpeech of Latantiue 
is worth the noting and quoting too, Plus. eſt in anribus 

nam in oculis fitum quoniam dottrina & ſapientia percips 
anribus ſolts poreſt sccnuls ſolis non poteſt, The Lord begins 
his Sermons to his people, Hear 9 1/-ael, Dext. 6. and upon 
the condition of hearing and bearkning, all bleſſings are 
promiſed, If thou wilt bearkgn unto my ( ommandments , all 
tbeſe benefits or bleſſings ſhall overtaks thee. And when God 
had ſent his Son (whom he promiſed long before to ſend ) 
the great Door and Preacher of his Church. All the en- 
textainment and receit of him, all the reverence and reſpe&t 
called for , is butaudience , ipſum andite : Hear him, Hear 
my beloved ſons, and it will make you fans dearly beloved, 
Mat. 17: 

Hear then and your ſouls ſhalt live. If the Prophet ſhould 
bid thee do ſome great matter , ſaies Naamans ſervant to hu 
Maſter, wouldeſt thou not do it ro be cleanſed of thy Leproſie, 
muchleſs whey he bids thee but Waſh and be clean (when he 
went away in a puff and ſnuf (as too many do from the ſa- 
ving word ) So if God ſhould command us(and we his poor 
Miniſters beſeech you in his name) to do ſome greater mate 
ters then wee do, would you uot do them to fave your pre- 
cious ſouls > muchleſſe would we hear and be happy, Hear 
and our ſouls ſhall live; hear bim bere, whom we delire co 
ſee hereafter. Beloved, audirus eft gradus ad viſum : Hea- 
ring is a degree ts ſeeing ; if we will not hear God, we ſhall 
never 


(Tredtiſevf the New þ : Of, 
neverſce him; and therefore as Job» the Divine exhorts 
like a Divine,” ſo do I, but in his words, He that hath an 
ear let him hear, and he that will not bear what the Church, * 
ſaith, let him be anathema, accurſed. 

Indeed, owns babent anres audiendi paxci, ebediends : All 
have ears to hear with, but few to obey with, cars of atten- 
tion, with Samnel, Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth; or 
like David, 1 will hear what the Lord will ſay nntome ; or 
with Mary, who fate at Chriſt's feet to hear his Preaching, 
or like the Spouſe ia the Canticles, Hark,, it us the voice of 
well-beloved, 

We ſee in my Text, what an honour and dignity God 
hath put upon his word, to begerus to himſelf ; of his own 
will he begets us with the word of truth z and ſhall not we 
willingly giveit the hearing> The Apoſtle in the next verſe 
makes the only uſe and application of theDoctrin and leſſon 
here taught. Since the word of truth is the ſeed of our new 
birth, therefore let every man be ſwift ta hear,of a tratable, 
docible, and meek ſpirit, ready to wait upon God in his Or- 
dinances, and to receive with meekneſſe the inpraffed word, 
which being ſo received, is able to fave the ſoul, 7am. 1. 21. 

Again, God takes not the tongue our of our heads , bat 
he takes away the fin and iniquity of the tongue (within a 
man anregenerate , is a world of wickednefſe (as St. Zames 
faich)The world is got fuller of wickedneſſe,than the tongue 
of ſin, if unreformed ; he takes away therefore in our rege- 
neration, and puls out the venom and ſting , and violence 
of the tongue (which is indeed a ſmall member, but doth 

reat miſchief, blaſphemies, oaths, railings, revilings, curſes, 
1mprecations, lies, perjuries, difſimulation, all corrpt com- 
munication, filthy and froathy ſpeeches, which are not once 
to be named amongſt Saints. 
And as the holy Ghoſt when he came down upon the A- 
poſtles, they ſpake with new tongnes( as the ſpirit gave them 
utterance) So whom the bo ſanRiftes and regene- 
rates, it gives a newand another language , and though it 
gives them no new tongues , yet it gives the As 

ave, 
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have a new diale&t , their tongues are gouched: with a coal 
from Gods Altar, neither. have the gift given them of prai- 
ſing God, and ſpeaking well of their neighbour : As the- re- 

enerate perſon will nor liſten to falle tales, or tale-bearers, 
which are flubeluym Diaboli & flagellum juſts, the Devils 
Bellows, and the Saints ſcourges { for the tongue kils more 
then the (ſword, the ſword of the mouth , more then the 
mouth of the ſword ) as he will not receive a falſe report a» 
gainſt his neighbour (as David ſpeaks, and makes one of the 
ren nores of a righteous man, ofa Citizen of heaven; ) So he 
will not raſhly nor haſtily judge him before he know him, or 
hear him ſpeak . knowing that he that carries a falſe reporr, 
and he that receives and believes it , the one carries the Devil 
in his corgue, the other in his ears: And therefore they which 
are born trom above, will ſet a watch before their mourhes, 
and guide the dore of their lips, as the Kingly Prophet ſaith, 
T hey will rake heed to their waies that they offend nos in their 
tongue, and chey will utterly purpoſe that their mouth ſhall 
not offend. They will therefore open their mouthes with 
wiſdom, and guide their words with diſcretion , as Solomon 
ſpeaks of the good hduſe-wife , as ſhe will keep her ſelf, ſo 
ſhe will keep her words at home within her own dores : , The 
tongue indeed hath a double hedge, teeth and lips,. to ſhew 
it ſhould not eaſily or commonly itraggle or wander, or run 
over, The law of grace, as Pax/ faith. will bein the lips of 
the righteous his mouth will ſhewforth Gods praiſe 
*Tis worth noting, that David will take beed to bu waies, 
that ha offend not in hu tongue; .intimating, that the ſafety and 
ſecurity of a mans waies of his whole life and converſation 
conſiſts much in the government of his rongue : 2ne facile 
violat, que facile volat, as eaſily ſins as moves, and it moves 
often too eaſily , no arrow or bullet ont of a gun, or bow , 
wounds more ſpeedily or quickly, or pierceth more deeply or 
deadly , thena tongue primed with the powder, and fer on 
fire with the fire of hell. And therefore James tels us , that 
he is a perfeR man (that is) in a great part regenerate , that 


can ruleit; for it is the opinion of a Father , That half 5a 
E ins 
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ſins :commitred in thy world , are committed throngh the [i 
centiouſnefle and unrulines of the tongue. Quweridianc for- 
nax # humana lingua, The tongue of evil men,ts a continual 
Fornace whereinthe names of righreons men aretryed. And 
therefore to end this point , The government of the tongue 
is an infallible note and evidence of fome proprefle and per- 
feRion in grace: But a regenerate heart,and a wicked tongue, 
a ſanQified heart, and a virulent , venomous , blaſphemous 
rongue, never Bo together : For if the ſpring or fountain the * 
heart , be clear and pure, needs muſt the ftyeams beſo ; for 
out of the abundance of che heart the mouth ſpeaks. When 
Sorrates would know the diſpoſition and condition of one 
that came tobe his Schollar, he bid him ſpeak that all might 
know him : Sermo virwmendicat, the ſpeech ſhews the man, 
its 491;4ndex, the interpreter of the mind. 

We may-eaſily know what is in the heart , by that which 
comes om of rhe mouth : Hew of Galle , faith the girl of 
Perer,for his ſpeech bewrayerh him : A man is eaſily difcern- 
ed by his knguage what Countreyman he ws, of Canaas, 
or Aſfodod. | 

Certainly beloved , a ftinkmmg-and ſtrong breath doth nor 
moereevitently dechare ill lungs;and corrupt inwards, then evil 
language an evil liver ; Merralsare known by their cinkling 
and found, and men'by rheir tunes, and tongues, by their lan- 

s. 
Bhis is very certain , Gods ichi|dren have alwates Godly 
languape, and their ſpecches and words are fcafoned with 
wiſdom as with ſalt, as St [Pax faith (For wiſdome'{eaſons 
our aRions , as ſalt doth our meat) their words ever tend to 
—— tothe 'building up their brethren in the faith of 
Chriſt. 

Ina word, in the work of regeneration, God:takes not the 
heart out of our bodies, bur he takes corruption out of our 
hearts: He heals by his ſpirit and grace, that deadly and poy- 
foned fountain, as. £/zÞa by his handtull of falt cured cheun- 
wholſome waters of Zexicobo : And indeed theirfandttheation 
and regeneration begin ever : As Nature in forming, ſo-grace 

in 
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in reforming begins at the heart, ant makev a through 
change there ; as when the Adulterer and Fornicator be- 
comes chaſte, and conſiders that his body is, or ought to be, 
the Temple of the holy Gheft, and therefore not be made a 
ſtable for Bacchws, or a ſlew for Yew , but to be preſerved 
m purity, in holineſs, and honour,and not in the luſt of con- 
cupiſence, as the heathen which knew not God; abſtaining 


_ from all appearance of evil, not entertaining luſt into bis 


heart by any inerdinate defires, fee, 5, 26. Norinto bis 
eye by wanton and hſcivious looks {for you ſhall read in 
2 Per. 1. 14. of eyes full of Adultery, orthe Adulterers) 
nor into the tongue by filthy and rotten ſp:ech, nor by any 
means into the at by committing that great wickedneſs , 2s 
Poſeph cals it, Gen. 39. and therefore will daily ſweeren and 
perfume this Temple of God with the incenſe of prayer 
and ſupplication, watering itoften with the unfeigned tears 
of contrition and forrow with David(that devon penetent) 
who made his bed to ſwim , and watered his couch with his 
wars, and ſweeping it with the beſome of repentance, lea- 
ving no foule corner or ſpiders web within the heart or 

houle, | | 

2: When he conſiders, that in other fins a man may pec- 
care, and perire /olus, fin and perifh alone, but in this fin of 
uncleanneſs , he carries company to hell with him. 

3. That the arms and lips of a harlot are like the Iron I- 
dol , which cruſhed the cart ſacrifice to pieces ; or like the 
Ivy which embracing the Tree, kils it- 

4. That in thefe fins, he fins, firſt againſt God the Fathey 
who created him in holineſs and righteonſneſs , and in that 
manner to ſerve him. Secondly , againft Chriſt the fonne 
which redeemed him by che ineftimable price of his moſt 
precious bloyd, and to this end he redeemed him that he 
ae. glorifie him in his foul and body, who had redeemed 
both. Fi That it is. agairft-the ſpiric of Chriſt , which is # 
mee wil 'clean'ſpirit ; and none but the puec in heert ſhall 
ec . 

* 5, Tharit iragainfd ove —_ ſervice of God, for 
2 in 
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in all reaſon-we ſhould make them the members of righte- 
ouſneſs which are thus redeemed , and give up our ſelves, 
ſouls;and bodies, a living ſacrificeunto God, which js our 
reaſonable ſervice of him, glorifie him both in-our fouls and 
bodies, which hath redeemed both. 

6, Thar it is againſt our Covenant in our baptiſm, and 
apain{t our calling, for having as the Apoſtle ſaith , ſuch 
precious promiſes, as to be called the ſons and daughters 
of; God,, we ſhouid.cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
fleſh apd ſpirit, 2. Cor. 6, laſts. 1. and perfeR- holineſs in 
the fear of God. 

7. Laſtly, that it is againſt a mans own body, which no 
other ſins are, and gives a deep ſtain and blemiſh, not only 
to. his own,name, but to the name of his ſeed ; and that 
they. that do ſuch chings ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 
of God, But the hre of luſt ſhall have the fire of hell, and 
the fins of uncleanneſs, ſhall be puniſhed in Gehinom, a place 
of unbelievers: Secondly when the gjutton and intempe- 
rate perſon puts a knife. to Ins throat , as Solomon agviſerh, 
moderateneſſe,. and.reſtrauning lus appetite in fyll provo- 
cations, remembring even that moderate precept of St. Pas/, 
Whether ye eat or drink,, or Whasſoever elſe ye do, dvall to the 
glory of God,1 Cor.:0., 1... OK 

3.\\ hen the drunkard becomscivil and ſober, walking ho- 
neſtly as inthe day, not in ſurfetting or drunkenneſſe, ac- 
counting them dear pleaſures which we repent on; gh Mmor- 
row, and remembring thar ſaying of the.Poet, 1.22106 
and aking , and grief of the head came before drinking , as 
they come after, no man would. be drank. Ifthe Rhumes, 
Catarhs, Ap-»plexes, Dropſies, and infinite other Diſeaſes, 
the natural offspring of that unnatural ſin weze.confidered, 
no man would exceed. RETRY 
. Fourthly., When .the.covetousand worldly-man ,, who 
made his-money hjs Ged, and gain his godline(s,, the tena, 
cious and griping miſer is become mercityll and liheral, and 
of a lover of the world, a lover of God and his word,and 
concludes that godlineſle is: the beſt gain, .haviog be pr6- 
ſes. 
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miſe ot rhisfife; and of that which is rocome, and truſts to 
that word of truth , primum querite, regnum cali, &c. Firſt 
feek the Kingdom of God, &c. 

Cetcra aut” adernnt ant non obernnt , other things ſhall 
not be wanting , or if they be, the want of them ſhall nor 
hure us: For if we have not wealth, the riches of the 
world, we ſhall have contencation and patience , the-riches 
of the mind : For he is not rich that hath much, but he char 
is contented with chat he hath. 

5. Whenthe envious and malicious man is become loving 
and charitable, conſidering that God is love, and the more 
loving any man is, the liker God; that envy and malice 
are the very charaQters of the Devil (you are of your Father 
the Devil , ſaich Chriſts co che envious Jews) for his works 
'e'do, \ { 

6. When the angry, froward; and wrathfull man is be- 
come meek and patient, poſſeſſing his foul in partence, in the 
midſt of the greateſt croubles, knowing that by faith we pol- 
fefs Chriſt, by love, our brethren, bur by patience our ſelves, 
that angerreſterh and abideth in che boſome of fools, and 
faffers not therefore the” ſan to go down in his wrath , re- 
membering that he which ileepeth in anger or malice, hath 
the devil for his bedfellow ; is therefore flow to anger and 
wrath, conſidering well chat the wrath of man doth not ac- 
compliſh the righreouſneſs of God, v; 20; | 

7. Wheanthe prond man is become lowly and hamble; 
kaowingthat God refiſteth the proad , but piveth grace to 
the humble ;: rhac the meek ſhall poſſeſs the earch , and the 
humble God will teach his waies , that they are they ſhall 
find reſt rorherr ſouls : Thatpride caſt the Angels out of 
heaven, eAdam and Eve out of Paradice, the King off Ba- 
heb our of his name and-natnre, and therefore cannot bring 
any man to heaven ; for humility goes before honour; but 
pride goes before a.tall : Hmnmiliras claritatis meritum , cla- 
ritzs humilitats premium: Humility is the deſert of glory, 
glory the reward of humility: þ 3s capere celfitudinem- Det 


Prins cape humilitatem Des. In a word , when w_ = 
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doth return as he is commanded from his evil way, doth 
ecaſe to do evil, at learn to do good, when in a holy anger 
and Bo that they have been the ſervants of (inn ſo 
long ; they caſt off theic old Livery of fin, as blind Barte- 
menus calt off his old Cloak, and with Ephraim, ſmite upon 
their thigh,asking and enquiring, what have we done,wretch 
as Iam, Iam in way to be undone 2 when he ſmites upon 
his breaſt with che Publican (his breaſt the ark and cheſt of 
all iniquity) and in faich and feeling cries out, Lord be mer- 

cifull ro me a finner, when weary of his finfall courſe, he 
doth reſolve with the prodigal, to leave it and retura home 

ro his Fathers, with words of unfeigned ſorrow and contri- 

tion, I will go to my Father a happy thing we have a Father 

to go to, and ſuch a father, rampater nemo. 

When with E/iphas in Fob, a man ſeriouſly reſolves , and 
reſolvedly purpoſes, If 1 have done wickedly , I will dono 
more (which was the caveat Chriſt gave to them he healed) 
conlidering that /nans oft peritentia quam ſequens culpa co 
inquinat , That true repentance i not only a repentance for 
fin, bur a repentance from (in, as the Apoltle cals it, 
tance from dead works, then is this great work wrought, this 
Man is a new Creature. 

2, To aſſure our (elves that we are regenerate and born of 
God, obſerve facther, that as Ejzabeth , Fob» the Baptiſts 
mother did aſſure herſelf that ſhe was with childe, when 
ſhe felt the babe to leap and ſpring in her womb. 

So when we find our wils coaformable to Gods will, when 
it is out meat and drink to ds our heavenly Fathers will, 
when we are as ready to an{wer to the call of every heavenly 
motion,as the ecche to the voice of man,andinſwer with $4» 
mnel, Speak Lord, thy ſervant heareth. With David, Its 
written 1 ſhould do thy will , I am cottemt to doit, O my God, 
thy Law is in my hears. When the word of God is to us as 
it was to him , our longing and our love, this is « fare evi- 
dence of our new birth ; fos where there is a new dith , 
there will be a new life; where there is a ſpiritual and hea» 
venly birth, there will be a fpiritual and heavenly like, if - 
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be born of God, we will with Z»och walk with God, and' 
will be followers of God as dear children. The naturat 
child, they ſay, lives not untill forty five daies after the con- 
ecption be expired ;- but the regenerate and new-barn Chri« 
ftian begins ro live affoen as he is conceived , there will no 
longer bea life ted after the will of the fleſh, or of our own 
luſts, but after the will of God, and the will of God is our 
holineſs. 

He thet is horn from above, will reſolve to ſpend che re. 
mainder of his fhort time to the honour of him that died 
for- him, and it will appear whoſe heeis by a life led 
m holineſs and righteoufneſs, in faith and a good conſcience, 
he will-walk worthy of the calling whereunto heis called , 
and will ſay with David when he was moved to ſome unde- 
cent'end uncivilattion : Is it nothing to be ſon in Law to a 
King? H we bethe ſons of God, our carriage and canverſs- 
tion-witlbe according ; Ozr light will ſo ſhine before men, &c, 
Mart. 5.14: 

God begets to bolineſs and righteouſneſs, and by this 
heavenly generation we are made partakers of the Divine 
miture, having eſcaped the corruption which is in the world 
through luſt. 

©5575 2r0; 291440, We are the offspring of God, and there- 
fore the He led after our converſion , is called the life of 
God , to which the nnregenerarte are {trangers. And it is 
called the life of Chriſt roo ; now that is after my converſi- 
- on1,, I five no longer, but Chrift liveth in me, 1 Cor. 4, He 
thatis Gods fon, will do Gods work, and the work of God 
conſtant and univeaſal obedience. 

A ſecond noteand evidence of our regeneration is , a 
through change and reformation of heart and life. The 
new-man is of a renew'd mind, old things will be caft away, 
and all things will become new, he will cleanſe himſett- 
from all-wickednefs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfeRing holineſs in 
the fear of God. 

1. Avfirſt , there will be a newlight ſtruck up into the 
mend and underſtanding, they will be illuminated to con- 
ceive 


rea, 0 t5Ee \ Bit ko or, 
ceive the things wi;ch be of God (which the: natural man 
. cannot do ! as the turther obduration or. occecation, and 


banding of a man is the note and ſigne of a reprobate, when 
the God of the world blinds the eyes, as St. Paa/ ſpeaks. , 


So it is an evident note of one begotten of God, of one © 
bornfrom above, when be is renewed in knowledg and un- | 


derſtanding, and, knows the mind of Chriſt, Col. 3. 9. 

2. Secondly there will be a new quality in the will, rea- 
dy to hearken to the vpice of Chritt in all things, and to 0- 
bey it, He that us born of God, heareth Gods Word, ſaith the 
Apoſtle. 


3. Thirdly , there will be a new converſation inthe life, | 
and this holy converſation will be manifeſted by the fruits * 


and effects of the ſpiric, love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, pa- 
tience, meekneſs, &c. characters and ſtamps of holinels, 
{till led in the practice of any reigning ſin, after the luſts of 
the fleſh, is a manifeſt note of a carnal man ; bur he that is 
born of God fins not, as you ſhall hear anon; fin isin him, 


but it reignes not in him ; neſt, but ox preeſt or obeſk, it is | 


in bim, but not over him, nor doth be obey it in the luit and 
power thereof; he fins indeed, but yet not he, but the ſia 
that is in him. In his mind he ſerves the law of God, though 
in his fleſh the law of fin ; it is againſt his heart and intenti- 
on, his will and purpoſe. Again, he livech not, nor lieth in 
any known fin, but his courſe and indeavaur is after the 
Commandment. 


4. ] here will be new affeQions, as the love of God, ha-. 


tred of all fin, for it is not enough to leave ſin, but to loath 
itand hate it; as eAmmzn ( when he had ſatisfied his luſt 
upon his ſitter Thamay) it is ſaid , He hated her afterward 
more then ever he leved her. Thus will Gods child deal with 
fin, and defire to purife himſelf, as God is pure, caſt off his 
ſin as a menſtruous cloth, ana fay, Ger thee hence. 

5 Therewill be conſtant and holy means uſed to pre. 
ſerve and improve all thele graces, to keep alive this heaven- 


ly fire, is the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication the bellows z 


of the Sanctuary.) The child of God will ſpeak the lan- © 
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| firſt and lecond birth, which are many , but 1 will reduce 


” Incipit eſſe quod non erat. It changes what it was, and begins 


a ſaying of the Father to prove and upheld their I/ol of Tran. 
{ ſubſtantiation, but the Father uſeth ic to prove the manner 
z and truth of or regeneration. h 


'« © likeneſs, the form and favour ofthe parents(of them that do 

> beget) this alwaics holds true in our ſecond birth (in our 

4 ; birth frem above) God begets no ſon or daughter , bur he 
| F 


Rirth from Abake. © 
guage of God. is theSaints language on earth, as praiſe 
isin heaven, ant is no ſooner born into the world, 
bue preſent'y it cries after the breaſt for the mothers milk(thar 
which doth nor, is ſtill born, or a dead child) So a man is 
no ſooner born of God , but he will defire the ſincere milk 
of the word, that he may grow thereby. Ir is the note of a 
wicked man, of one dead in fins and treſpaſſes (that he cals 
not upon God) that is, caſts off the fear and worſhip of 
God. If ſome were tryed by this rule , it would appear of 
what breed and birth they are, they are of Babel: breed, 
and therefore the Church of Rowe ( above all ) with- 
hold cheir milk(this word from the people) which withdraw 
theſe two Paps of the two Teſtaments ( which are as the 
dugs to nouriſh Gods children) or gives them this milk 
mingled with their own traditions (pretend and boaſt as ſhe 
will) is but a firumpet and ſtep-mother, and not the crue 
ſpouſe of Chriſt. 
So much of che verity and truth of our new birth, and of 

the evidences and ſignes thereof. 

Come we now to fimilitudes and likeneſſes between our 


33 


them to ſeven. 

]. In our firſt birth there is mwwtatio 4 nou ente ad ens, a 
change from a no being intoa being. Thus itis in our ſe- 
cond birth; there is a change froma no being in grace , to 
being in grace; new ſeeds of grace are ſown in the hearr, 
where before they were not, and the man which was dead in 
fins and treſpaſſes; is now quickned ; wwtat quod erat & 


to be what before it was not. I know the Papiſts alleadg this 


2+ In our firſt birth there is many times the fimilitude and 


begets 
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begets them after 
- Gen.$. 3. That eAdaw begat Serh afrer tis6wn'image and 
likeneſs, that is, finfull and corrupt , and-mortal as he was; 
and needs muſt be, for that which 1s born of the fleſh is fleſh. 
So whoſoever are begotten of God, whoſoever are his off- 
fpring and image, his ſons and daughters, are #s Peter ſaith, 
made partakers of the Divine nature, 2 Per. 1.4. or as Pant, 
We are the offspring of God, «A: 17. 28, 29. Foraſmuch 
then as we are the offspring of God, Thar which-is korn of 
che ſpirit is ſpirit ; but herein ſtands the 4:Ference between 
heavenly and earthly generation, between the natural and 
ſpiritual birch, between the adoption of God and man; man 
in adopting man to be hisſon , may beſtow upon him his 
linds and goods but he cannot conimunicate to him his gra- 
ces Or goodneſs ; but Gods adoption harh not only irs it an 
approbation and accepratton for (iris , but he inftamps up*+ 
on them his own nature and image,he makes thems 1 ſacd) 
partakers of the dfrvine nature. They are mercifultas their 
heavenly Father is merciful}, holy #s he is hely ; holy ſo, 
not ſo holy, merciful], and holy according to the mannen, 
riot the meaſure of G6ds holineſs, or mency, -xeeording; to 
the quality, not the equality ; perfe& as their heavenly Fa. 
ther1s perfeR, in aim, intent, purpoſe, indeayours and de- 
fires ; they pray and petition with David , O rhas my waves 
were made ſo dirett that I might keep thy ſtarares. They 
preſs hard towards the mark of their high-calling, they ſerve 
God truely and ſincerely, though weakly and infirmly ; and 
what is wanting in the perſeQion of their ohedierice,is made 
up in the truth and ſincerity of t. Neither will God ſee 
weakneſs whiere be ſees truth in the inward affeRions, where 
the heart is right and good , the obedience thereof is graci- 
ouſly and mercifully accepted ; for God looks at, andcals 
for the heart, My ſon,give me thy heart Give it me, who firſt 
gave it thee, give methine, who gave thee mine, nay, the 
blood of my heart, Now minus twnm quia menn, It is ne- 
yertheleſs thine if it be mine ; nay it cannot be thine com- 
fortably , except it be mine perfe&ly ; for as Same! _ 
this 
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"9 Image and Iſkeneſt as we read * 


Birth from Above. 
this is all that God requires of his pebple, only to fear the 
Lord, and to ſerve him with all their heart, 1 7am. 12.24. 


Again, they thap are Gods ſons are loving as' God is lo. 


ving, God is love, and the more loving any man is, the li- 
ker God, the liker their Father which is in, heaven ; they 
are loving and peaceable that are born of God, peace- 
makers, and peacetakers; and S, 70h gives it as granted,that 
whoſoever loves not his brotter, is noc born of God, for 
God is the God of love and peace; the multitudeand num- 
ber of believers are of/one heart and of onemind. They 
queſtion their ſaintſhip and ſonſhip , who are enemies to 
love and peace, K 
Let usthereforefor application of this point, fofit needs 
cloſe application, in theſe divided times, take St, Pax/s coun- 
cel Be followers of God as dear children , an4 walk, in love, 
Eph. 5. 1, 2. Love is the Chriſtians walk, not his talk; Gods 
children, as Fohn ſaith , love not ſo much in word and in 
tongue {which is moſt of the love in theſe daies , a little 
warm breath) as indeed and in truth, Let us follow him in 
theſe pathes of love and mercy, and truth, and holineſs; and 
though we cannot go his path, let us go as faſt as we can, Let 
usrun the race that is ſet before us, and if we cannot ruo, 
goe, if not goe, creep, follow God though it be but (lowly, 
and eafily, though itbe with limping and halting, as Peter 
followed Chriſt along afarr off, and as e/canirs his father 
eAEncas, Nonpaſſibm equis, with no equal paces. If we 
cannot write after our copy , yet let us lookto it and upon 
agen our beſt , and God will accept the will for the 
ed, 
A Note of Docrine to be taken of in this hatefull and 
hating age, whereininiquity abounds, and the love of many 
(as Chriſt the truth Gaeroar det cold, fo cold that 


it cannot be felr. Brothers ac diflention ( as if they were no 


brethren) Chriſtians without lov and charity (asif they 
were no Chriſtians.) It would make the heart of a righteous 
Lotto lamentand bleed,when there wancs no-more inſtance 


than what Philip ſaid ro Nathanarl, veni & vide, come _ 
F 2 ce, 


Nate: 


Applic. 
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ſee. Love is the badpe and cognizance of Gods children; 
By thus ye are known tobe my Diſciples, if ec. It 1s the 
Chriſtians Cloak and Livery, therefore the Apoſtle bids us 
put on love, This Cloak will cover many fins, it is both 
indumentum and ornamentum, not only a cloak to cover and 
bide, but an ornament to adorn; it was wont in times paſt 
to be the comprimiſcr and dererminer of all Law-ſuics; Lee 
net #5 fall out, for we ave brethren, faies Abraham to Lot, the 
greater to the lefſer : What brethren and fall out? No, it 
is a good and joyfnll thing for brethren to dwell together 
in unity. It was the harlot would have the child divided, 
the crue mother would have it live : they ſhew of what 
honſe they came, of what diſcent they are who love to live 
in envy and malice, in hatred and divifion; you are of your 
father the devil, faith Chriſt to the envious Jews, for his 
works ye do ; profeſs what they will, they have not God 
for their Father, nor the Church of God for their Mother , 
nor Chriſt for their Saviour who are enemies to peace; for 
as I ſaid, True believers are of one heart, and of one mind, 
of one foul. Give me leaveto give you a ſtrong, patheti- 
cal, and effeAual motive to love and peace, the characer of 
Gods children. God is the God of peace , Chriſt Jelus is 
the Prince of peace, the holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of peace, 
the Goſpel is the Goſpel of peace, your calling in general is 
a calling of peace ye are called to peace : Ours who are the 
poor deſpiſcd Miniſters of Chriſt,1s a calling and commiſſion 
of peace; and we are commanded, nay charged, into what 
houſe ſoever we come, to preach and pray for peace to that 
houſe (how well and faithfully ſome have done their er- 
rand, let the world jadpe.) 


When Chriſt came into the world he brought it ; there 


was peace overall the world, the Temple of Janus was ſhut, 
and wars were ceafed at every gate » and the bleſſed An- 
gels of heaven ſang at his birth and nativity, Glory be ro God 
on high, on earth peace, good will towards men (and therefore 
ſurely there is heavenly muſick in it) David ſaith,” God will 
giveunto his peopke the bleſſing of peace : Sothat peace. is 
2 


K 


" | 
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a bleſſing; nay the bleſfing of bleſſings, the ſugar 
hd (weetning of all bleſſings; for nothing is a ble. 
tag without it 3 what are our ſweeteſt comforts, 
our deareſt and neareft relations, our riches, ho- 


' rour,magnificence,or any worldly accommodati- 


ons, if not erjoyed in peace? It was therefore pro. 
pheſfied in Fſay, That when Chriſt ſhould be born 
(Chriſt the Prince of Peace)the peacemaker, that 
men ſhould break theirSwords intoPloughſhares, 
and their Spears into Pruning-Hooks , that is, 
there ſhould be unity and peace'in the world, all 
animoſities and hoftilities ſhould be laid aſide(and 


* ſa theyare where Chriſt is born in us.) Nay even 


the Souldier with a ſword in one hand, and fire in 
the other, he cries and ſpeaks aloud, $/c querimue 
em. Thus we look for and ſeck for peace, peace 


| beingthe end of war, when Chriſt lived in the 


world he taught it, Bear? pacifice, Have ſalt in your 


/ ſelves, and have peace cne with another, And 
' if a man ſmite thee upon one cheek, &c, And if 
he take away thy Cloak, &c, When Chriſt went 


+ 


out of the world he made peace, his Legacy, Peace 
I give you , my peace I keavewmoyeu; and when he 
roſe again, he made it his {2lutation : He came in 
unto them, the dores being ſhut, and ſaid, Peace be 
w110y0u; and when he had ſo ſpoken, he ſhewed 
them his hands and his ſide, as if he had (id, ſee 
here, my dear friends, how dear your peace coft 
me (even theſe wounds in my hands and fide) ns 
rumpatis cam, break not that ſo eaxfily which coſt 
me fodear, uponevery poor and flight occaſion, 


; orfor the love of every baſe ſin or pleaſure, make 


not 
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not me to bleed again : Enough Ithiak to coole. the fiery ? 
ſpirits, 

If this will not ſerve to take the fting of envy and ma- 
lice out of the minds of many , bur ſtill like Salamanders 
they will live in the fire and heat of contention, 1 will ſend * 
ſuch down to the place of utter confuſion, for an argument 
of peace, and they ſhall hear even the Devil himſelf pleading 
hard for that which he continually breaks, Mar. 8: 30. 
What have we to do with thee, Feſua, thou Son of God, art thu © 
come to torment or trouble us before the time ? They that trou. 
ble all the world,you ſee,would not be troubled themſelves. 
Enough to cool the fiery ſpirits of ſuch as make diviſion 
the:r mi ſick, and love to fiſh in troubled waters, nay thayfir'e 
trouble the waters themſelvs,and then complain of the Lamb 
that comes to drink of them ; let me ſend ſuch to meditate 
upon that ſpeech of Chriſt , That Be/zeb»b ts not divided a- 
gainſt Belzebub, if he were, hu kingdom could not ſtand; That 
ſeven devils agreed in Mary Magdalen, a legion in another; 
whereas with grief be it ſpoken, three ſcarce agree with us 
in a Family , or tenina Pariſh, But were our State and - 
Commonwealth as ſtrong as the kingdom of Satan, diviſion 
and contention (if continued) muſe needs bring it to deſola- 
tion and ruine. 

As 7oſeph therefore when he ſent his brethren home to 
their father, gave them this godly advice, Fall not owt by the 
way, the ſame I exhort and beſeech in the bowels of our ble. 
ſed peace-maker(looking all towards Feru/alem,let not Baby. 
lon have our hearts) let us go on in love and peace, andthe 
God of love and peace will be with us: O let not diviſion of 
hearts hinder the building of Chriſtianity , as diviſion of 
tongues hindred the building of Babel. Filia diſſentionis deſc- * 
latio,The daughterof diſſention is diſſolution,yea and deſo- . 
lation. The fa&tions and diviſions between Simeon, Eleazar, 
and Zchochanon,foretold and propheſied by Chriſc,and faith- 
Fully recorded by 7oſephas,a fellow.ſufferer and eye- witnels, 
taid the Temple and City,and the houſes of Zer»/alem deſo- 
late,and not one ſtone upon another, TheTemple of So/omos, 
your : 
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you know (who was a Prince of peace, and type of Chriſt) 


.was built in peace, there was not the ſound of an Axe, 


Hammer , or any other inſtrument heardin-the erecting of 
it : Indeed it was beaten down with Axes and Hammers (as 
David dolefully complains ) but it was ſet up without them. 
The myſtical and fpiritua] ſenfe you eafily apprehend. The 
fpiricual Temple and houſe of God in us, is, or ſhould be 
buile m' peace and-unity, without clamor, ſtirr, or noiſe , we 
ſhould , as che Apoſtle ſaith , editie one another in love and 
peace : for $5 collidimwr frangimur , If we be broken and 
unbound, we are undone , ſignified by Sce/urws faggot, a 
known ſtory, Diviſam eft cor. eornm jam jam interibunt, faith 
the Prophet. Their accord.is gone, their cord is untwiſted, 
they cannot ſtand, //comeds the Spanifh Poet , being deman- 
ded by his Maſter, Philipthe third, by what means he might 
become. Maſter of the Low Countries, he gives him this 
ſhrewd and fabtile councel, Divide them amongſt themſelves, 
according to Machiavels precept to his Ceſar Borgia , Di- 
vide & impera, make a diviſion and get the Dominion, It is 
obſerved by many learned men (and lamented by more) chat 
the unkind aneneedleſs diviſion of Chriftian Princes amongſt 
themſelves, have added more Lands and Territories, more 
Dommions and Principalities unto the..Furks Empire , then 
their own Sword and Bow, As Phrahartes, one of Pompey s 
chief Captains faid of 7alins Ceſar's Conquelts, Noſftra 
: nina fattus off magnas , By our ruine he is raiſed and made 
great , his gain: hack been our loſs, his riſe our downfall; 
our breaches and diviſions ( which like Reabens) have 
cauſett great grief of heart; have been hisutmoſt advantage : 
Whilſt we wory and fight, and ſheath our ſwords in one ano- 
thers bowels ; they ſay with the Edomites, There, there, ſo 
would we haveit: they ſing and laugh with Nero (having 
fer Rome on fire) When am dead, let all the earth burn : And 
therefore (for concluſion of this point) in which I have been 
ſomething earneſt and long (being very ſeaſonable and need- 
full to preſs in the condition we are in) let us but adviſedly 
and 


A Trextiſe of the New-Birth : or, 
and ſoberly conſider che many miſchiefs which faRions and di- 
viſions have brought into the world, and cloſely lay them ro F 
heart, and it cannot but warm us with that heavenly fire of * 
love (the image of our Fathery and account it with David 7 
( who chough a fortunate and vatiane Warrier, yet a man © 
of peace, nay altogether for peace) a man much vers'd in 
barrel, and ſing ic with him, It isa good and joyfull 
( or a pleaſant and joyfull thing) for brethren co 
dwell together in unity : For our own particular, let 
the men of our famous Nation give me leave to ſpeak 
to them , and put them in mind of cheir own ſtrength and 
honour , in intimating unto them the memorable words and 
obſervations of Hemry the fourth,the Champion of Chriſten- 
dom, Monſieur Roan, the Champion and Marſhal of Fraxce, 
in the beginning of the Reigne of Queen El:zabeth of bleſſed 
memory, walking in his Gallery with Roan , apd being in 
ſerious diſcourſe of the unity of che Queen with her Sub. 
jets, of their unanimity and firength , of the wealth and 
ſtrong ſcituation of the Uland (which he ſaid was impregna- 
ble, and unacceſlible , being walled with a Wall of Braſſe) 
(he meant invironed and compaſſed with Seas) Roan an- 
ſwered like a prudent obſerver , Angle le terra grand animal. 
The Land of England is a ſtrong and mighty body , which 
can never die exgepr it kill it ſelf. 

And ſurely they deſerve more then one death , who wil- 
lingly and deſperately goe abour to be their own murthers , 
with Nero, to kill, and rip up the bowels of their own 
Mother. 

And to me it ſeems a myſtery: (indeed the myſtery of ini- 
quity is in it) that many have, and will have order in their 
own houſes, and it is the Item and injunRtionthey give to 
their ſervants , (when they hire them) this is the- order of 
my houſe, and thus and thus you muſt doe and obey; and 
yet would have none in the great Houſe (the Church and 
Commonwealth) neither Magiſtrate nor Miniſter. I will 


ſay no more to ſuch , than the great Apoſtle bath _ 
ore 


\ 
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fore mie, If ariy man be contentious, We have no ſuch cn, 
ftome, noe 'the Church of Chriſt, and thac God is the 
God of order, not of cdifuſion : And how can-heſerve 
God that'is'the God of love and peace, without peace and 
love: His Natne is love; 'and his Lawis love.  : + 

And therefore to conclude this CharaQer of a Chriſtian, 
and —_— (once more) to move to unity and peace. Take 
three pathetical and emphatical motives and perſwaſions 
from the DoRor of the Genrites. 

The firſt is, 1 Coy. 1. 10. Now 1 beſeech yor brethren, by 
the namhe of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (by which you are named 
or called) that you all [peak the ſame things, and that there 
be no diviſions among ft you, but 'that you be perfiftly joyned 
together in the ſame mind , and the ſame judgement. Love 
and unity are rhe Cement and 'Glew of Chriſtanity and 
Religion, the urity of the ſpirit is 'beſtkepr'in the bond of 

ce, 

The fecond is Phil. 2. 1, 2: If there be any conſolation in 
Criſt, any comfort of love, any fellowſhip of the ſpirit , 
any bowels of mercy , fulfill my joy , and be ye Jike minded 
hrving the (awe love, being of one thind, and of one accord, 
and let nothing br dotie in ſtrife or contention (forchat un» 
does alt) God came ro Ade in the cool of the day, and 
to Elias , tot in the thiinder , or fire, or ftorm, or tem- 
peſt (burir the quiet ſound) 1 Kings, 19. 11, And it is 
worth you noting/tipon what perfor and at what time 
the holy Ghoſt came down, Az 2. i, 2. He came dowy 
upon the © Apoſtler "whilſt they were afl in ſupplication and 
prayer, and (of ohetind) in an upper Chamber in Jeruſa- 


| eerie of urity deſcends upori none, but upon ſuch as 
Have nity of ſpirit. Belbved , if ever we find an enlarge- 


ment'of ſpirit,” of feel che deſeenc of ſpiritual bleſſings in an 


ample and plentiful! manner, we ſhall find it to be when 
weare ir utiy and uhaniniity : And therefore if we will 
have a ſenfible apprehenſion of - rhe fpitits communion and 
benediRion, tet os (ih the name of God). meet ih one Afſ- 

T G ſembly 
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fembly.in the ſame-mind of thoſe primitive Chriſtians (to 
which we pretend, did , and be in the ſame poſture' and de- 
votion they were, As 4, 31. #ho being of one ſueart , and 
of one mind , the place moved where. they'met : When we 
hold one of Pam, another, of | Apelle ,, another of Ce- 
phas,, are we not divided? ard..divided. prayers are fruit- 
lefſſe ( when the. River, is divided. into many ſtreams ard 
currents , it cannot carry our Veſlels) our hearts wanting 
love and unity, and our Altar ' fre}, the incenſe of our 
prayers canhot aſcend. Mn. —_—_ 

3. Note thar' place well, 2 Cor, 13: 11. Finally my. bre- 
thren farewell : be perfett , be of good comfurs , be of one 
mind, live inpeace , and the God of love and peace ſhall be 
withyou; and if God bewith us, and for us, we need not 
care who can benpainſt us :: God is. the God of love and 
peace, andthe Gydly are ; peaceable , and loving, By 
thoſe charaters, men ſhew their heavenly birth, their 
birth from God, + whoſe name is-Love,, and whoſe Law is 
Love. 

3. In our tirſtbirth , Generatio wyins eſt corruptio alter 
rins , the generazgzon and begerting of .one, is the death 
and corruption of another -. untilt the g1d\man bedead, the 
new man cannot 'quicken , As it-was.propheſied of. 7acob 
and Eſau when they we-e-in their mothers ,womb, thac the 
elder ſhould ſerve the younger : $0 until) the e!der man be 
brought into ſubjeRion- to -the..younger,,, there, can bg. no 
peace in the memhers, neicher is thiswork.wrought. _ . - 

4. In our firſt ; ſome are more ealiJy -copceived ard 
brought forth into the world , ſome with much more dif- 
ficulty and pain, with greater ſorrows and anguiſh , with 
many throbs and throws, crying and, roaring, :and {be- 
ing pained withthewoman in the twelch of; the, Reyelars- 
ons, ready to be delivered.). Thus: it, is in our feeond birch ; 
ſome are more ealily converted. and.curned ro God, as the 
Jews at Peters firſt Sermon; and: Lydia and the Gaoler at 
Pauls. Aft; 16. Some coſt, their ſpiritual Parents a preat deal 
more pain'and labour ,; as the Galathians Pal, rh \ | 

| *_  chilaren, 
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children; -cryes be, of whom F'trayel in childbed agaiountill 
Chriſt be. framed in you , Gal. 4. 19, and the Prophet 7e- 
remiah conſidering and grieving at the  obſtinacy and rebel- 
lion of Gods people , cries out, Ah my belly, my belly, how 
am 1 pained ?- which complaint ſiggiied nothing elſe but 
the extream ſorrow and (heart-breaking which che Propher 
ſuffered , to reduce and bring the diſobedient Jews into the 
Fold of Chriſty co regenerate and convert them. 

5. Inour firſt birth there commonly goes an eſpouſage 
and contrat before the matriage , to make the iſſue and 
a& legitimate and lawfull ; So Chriſt, to make himſelf a 
lawfull ſeed, marries himſelf firſt unto the Church; (ongle- 
tinabo, or deſponſ.cbo te mihi fide,T will marry thee unto me in 
faith ; faith 1s as it were the marriage-ring ( and that isthe 
reaſon1 think after the covenant and contraR, that the Ring 
was given in marriage. ) Now being thus married unto 
Chritt,, we are no more two , but one fleſh, Gen. 2. 24. and 
neverdid any man hate his own fleſh, Epheſ. 5. 29, 

G. In our firlt birth we grow and are framed in our mo- 
thers wombe by degrees : firtt che heart (for that is pri- 
wm vivens) then the brain, then other arteries and mem- 
bers, untill we come co be a perfeft and entire birth : Thus 
itisin our ſecond birch ( as Nature in! forming , ſo grace in 
reforming , begins at che heart ) that is firſt reformed, and 
renewed , and then 'all the parts of the body, and facul- 
ties of the ſoul , will be amended and reformed : David 
therefore ( though polluted ard defiled throughout, yet 
be praies for the ſan&ifying and purging, of no. part but his 
heart. Create in me, &c. Purge my heart, and I am 
clean all over. As therefore eh# ſaid, in his travel, to fo- 

nadab ( when he met him in the way) eſt #bs cor reftum, is 
thy heart right as mine is ? The ſame in effect God ſpeaks 
in truth,eft 70645 cor novun. | 

Is your heart good , is it renewed ? Then come up into 
my Chariot, come ye bleſſed children of my Father, &c. 
For the new heavens, nor the new name (the name of 


Filiation and Sonſhip) are for none but new creatures. 
| G 2 7. Laſtly, 
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7o. Ta4fty , in our firſt birth we! are born babes,” and 
not men. Ic were 4 monſtrous thing to fee-a new borne 
child at his full gronth che firſt day or week: Thus ir is in 
our ſecond birth, we are born babes, and not men 7 Babes, 
#nd need the fintere milk/'of che word ; and flien come 5 
be ſtronger men by degeees , ahd tO have need of w_ 
meat * Nemo. naſcitar artifex, No man is his Craftſmaiter 
the firſt day. This I note, againſt che ſudden grouth of 
many , who boaſt of their ſoon acquired' prace and -go0C- 
neſs , and think they are at the” height of religion , before 
they know the foundation , or have learned the -Principles 5 
There were ſteps and ſtaires to Solommms Throne , and fo 
there ace to Gods, to heaven : No man can ſtep chither ac 
one ſtride ; we come to heaven per- gradum, nm per ſal- 
mm; by degrees , not by leaps. How comes it- to paſſe 
then that many think they are at the higheſt pitch of grace , 
when they have. ſcarce made - one: niotive or ſtep towards 
it. 

Certainly many that are ſuch Saiats on a ſadden , that think 
they are ſo high above others, are carried np , or rather hur- 
ried by their own fancy and imagination: For neither hok, 
neffe nor heaven are got , but by gradual and orderly walk- 
ing; Gods Statutes: being'a way , continually ledding to 
ſome glorious end, | Pp 

There is an orderly going up the ſtarrs-in Facohd7 Lads 
der, @ leiſurely going forward by degrees, a daily! profit- 
ting, and proceeding in grace and goodnefle , as the'young 
babe growes daily and 'hotrly towards his full pitch and 
Srouth, ſee-2 Pet 2.+,6,7,8. 

Adde to your faith vertne, to your vertue Knowledge, 
to your knowledge temperance , to your temperance pas 
rience, to your patierce pgodlineſſe, ro your podlineſſe bro- 
therly kindneſle, toyour brotherly kindneffe love Sudden 
growthes are ever ſuſpicious:Remember fonas's gourd; what 
came up in a night , withered in a day : Come but a little 
perſecution for righteouſneſſe lake, and this forward: ſeed 
ſcorched , this haſty corn is:blaſted/, they have no root, 
AS 
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-aSour Saviour ſpeaks, Afar. 13. or as Saint Pay! , They art 
trot rooted in knowledge , nor well principted , and there* 
fote can never come to perfeftion : As 1/aac therefore de* 
manded of Zacob in another fenſe, How 5© it yiu Fu it 
fo quickly my ſet? Gen. 28. 20, So may fay of cheſe for- 
ward ones , which hke young lapwings ruh into the world 
with the ſhell on their heads; how is ic you found prace fo 
quickly, that you are ſo good, and heavenly ſo faddenty. 
that yon know more in a day,than y our Teachers in all theirs, 
Heaven is # penny , arid it moſt be wrought for ; he muſt 
eriqure the heat of the day , that will haye che wages at e- 
vening: Ic is a Pearl that muſt be digged for , he muſt ſweat 
and rake pains chat wilt find it ; itis a Garland that muſt be 
run fot, a Crown that muſt be fougit for : it muſt be got «- 
dre, not ſapcre, by fwear, not by floath, ſaperantibre dabitnr: 
To thertr, and none but to them clit overcome ſhall this 
Crowne of life be given : Be thou conſtant , or faithful! un- 
ro dearh, and &c. None but conquerors over fin and Satan, 
fhall ever wear this Crown Ard this fight is not eafie or 
ſhorr, we muſt refift unto bloud : There is the Law" of fin 
in the membets rebelling, &c. 

'Chriftidnity ( as I cold you Y is called the &fficult work of 
Airh , and a working” our our ſalvation with fear and tren- 
bling : Tt is no eafie' thing to believe ; but ſo hard, that 
when the Son of man comes he ſhall hardly find faith upon 
exrrh. 

From this that Burl been ſpoken, an uſefull DoQrine pre- 
ſenrs it feff ;, Namely, Thar chere muſt be a grouth in grace; 
aproceeding and going forward in holynefſe and righteouf- 
riefſe : For childrerrand babes grow in ſtature as they doe 
in years; ſo mutt Chriſtians. It were a wonder , nay a mi- 
rarle almoſt (for any) to ſee a young child- born to day, 
at the fame growth and pitch ſeven years hence : And very 
ſamentableI am ſute- it is (to ſee many aged men, and men 
well ſtricken in years, going out of the world before they 
knew why they camein: to die before they knew how to 
live to fee elemenravinmt ſemen , an old man in liis A. B. C: 
Youngs 
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young, old men: Gray before they are good. (as we ſay) 
a man well gone in years, not at all improved in grace. The 
Prophet E/aiah ſpeaks in histime of children of an 100; 


'' 


years old, 65 -20. We may apply his Prophecy ro our times ; ; 


And Seneca, that divine Heathen tels us, That it is a ſhame | 
for a man, an old mar, who to ſhew he hath lived long in the . 


world, hath no other witnefle ro produce but. his gray hairs. 
And Diogenes the Cynick . as bitterly as wituly , told one 
that boatted of his age and elderſhip (and therefore ſcorn- 
ed to be reproved) ttat he had put off parritiam, but not 
puerilitatem, he bad pur off his childhood , buc hus childiſh- 
neſſe he had nor pur off. Beloved, though we ſhould be as 
new born babes (in defire to the ſincere milk of the word) 
yet we ſhould not alwaies be as babes new born ; ſtand ar a 
ſtay like a horfe in a Mil,which is all che day going about,and 
yet at night in the ſame place he was. If we proceed not, 
nor make any progreſle in grace and goodneſle , we have 
no grace nor goodnefle at all ; like Scullers, or Oars, .if we 
goe not forward, we goe backward Examin we then the 
truth of our ny birth , by this of our natural, (I mean 
by this likenefle and ſimilitude to our natural) Art thou a 
ſtronger man in Chriſt now then formerly , this day then 
yeſterday ? are thy ſins more mortified and weakned , and 
thy graces more 1irengthered? is it between thy old man 
and new, the fleſh and ipirit, as it was berween the houſe of 
David and Saul? Doth Davids hgpſe grow ſtronger and 
ſtronger , Sauls weaker and weaker > Doth the old man 
die daily. and the new grow and quicken ? Try and ſift thy 
heart and the graces thereof by this rule, for minime ſave eſt 
bonus , qui melior eſſe non valt : good that man or woman 
cannot be , which endeavours not every day to be better : 
$1 arxeris ſwfficit periiſts : if thou ever ſay thou art good e- 
nough,chou art in a manner undone; for in the waies of ver- 
tue and goodnefſle not to goe forward, is to goe backward : 
Grace and goodneſle never were in us, if they are not im- 
proved inus , as I ſaid ; He was never pocd at all that de- 
fired not every day to be better. And therefore though ue 
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ſhould be, yet let us be every day 


be never a day 00d as we 


erter then we were; every day. break one thread. of chat 
net in-which we are enſnared, every . day grow in grace, 


and inthe knowledge of cur Lord Jelus Chriit , the ſecond 
of Peter,the 3. and laſt ; For howloeyer we ſhall not find it 
profirable , nor it may be commendable, in theſe evil 
daies (wherein grace and goodneſſe is aſhamed of it ſelf, and 
the name) yet I am ſure.we fhall findit comfortable : /ndice 
os ſentire meliores , every day to find our ſelves better and 
derter.: For faiti.and a good conſcience, a.regenerate and 
holy life, had it no further or future reward, -it is it ſelf 'pre- 
minm {us, its own reward, and gives ſuch unſpeakable peace 
and quietneſſe to the ſoul and mind , that none know it but 
they that have it. . It wasthe commendation of our bleſſed 
Saviour, Lake 1. That as he grew in years, he grew in fa- 
vour with God and man; —_ it will be our exceeding com» 
fort to. ſee;, tha, our; laſt daies be our beſt daies , - and thac 
our latter end be better then our beginning. They that are 
planted in Gods , houſe faith David,, are flouriſhing and 
well liking,and will bring forth moſt fruit in their age. Yea and 
even thenw,hen theic Almond Tree doth flouriſh, their hearts 
will be (as neare as they can) as white in innocency, . as. their 
hairs are with age; ard indeed. herein is our. heavenly Fa- 
ther.glorified, if we ec. fo. 11, &. As the little child , 
then grows inevery member of the body , ſo the regenerate 
growes in- every affection, in every grace : for graces.and 
goadneſle, ( like the babes milk.) are to ſweer.to the ſouls: 
of them that taſte ir, that they do-, they mnſt needs.long for 


more, ' 


.. As Then the woman of Samaria, when ſhe heard Chritt 
ſpeak of a water of which whoſoever drank , ſhould never 
thirſt more, cries out, Lord. give - me evermore of this wa- 
ter. ; Andthe Diſciples hearing Chriſt- ſpeak of a bread. 
of which whoſoever did eat:, ſhould never -hunger more, 
deſire, Lord give us evermore. of this bread, So whoſo- 
ever doth ore taſte how good and gracious the Lord is (as 
David (peaks) muft needs pant after him as the hart , &c. 


and. 
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and as a new born babe deſires the ſincere milk of the word, 


that he may grow thereby : for no growth, no grace. 


So much of the finulitudes and likeneſſes berweene © 


our firſt and ſecond birth. Follows: now the eminency and 
dignity of a Chriſtian new born}, and truely very fuperla. 


tive, and great is the mn Pang honour of a hriſtian 
a 


born of God; as the Ambaſſadors of Pyrrhns ſaid of the 
quondam Senators of Rome, 2 nod vids Senatores, tot vids re- 
ges : So many Senators as I ſaw,I ſaw ſo many King. 

The fame,and more,we may fay of them that are born of 
God, Qunor vidimns in terris renatos, vedebimus in celis reg- 
nantes : So many as we fee on earth converted , we ſhall ſee 
in heaven crowned. See a lictle into this dignity. 

He that is born from above hath God for his Father, and 
Feruſalem which is from above , to wit, the Church for his 
Mother, C hrift Jefusthe ſon of Gods love for his Brother ; 
the Noble bloud of Jeſus Chrift runs in the veins of every 
true Chriſtian : He is of the bloud-Royal. For as I told 
you before, they are by this heavenly birth , made partakers 
of the Divine Nature, 1 Per. 1. 4. and fo a noble generati- 
on, a royal Prieſthood, a peculiar people , &c. the nobleft 
born of any in the world, are they that are born from above. 
It was the religious and pious ſpeech of Theodoſixs, an Empes 
ror of Rome, 1 aller eſſe membram Chriſti quam caput inwe- 
#35, I ha&rather be a member of Chriſt then Head of an Ems 
pire. And LZathey to that purpoſe, Mallem efſe Chriſtiahum 
ruſticum , quam paganium [mperatorem: 1 had rather be a 
Chriſtian clown , then a Pagan King. Rejoyce not (faith 
Chriſt) in theſe and theſe things, that you have preached in 
my name and in my name have caſt our devils , bur in'this 
rejoce, that your names, &c. | 

So boaſt not ſo much that yon are born of theſe and theſe 
honſes, of that high and noble bloud , as that you are born 
from above. Look not ſo much to your natural generation, 
as to your ſpiritual regeneration , Civis equat imnes ins 
pares naſcimnr , © The duſt equals all, Look therefore 
ro that birth by which we are made heirs of -God, and joynt 


heirs 


: 


"2th 


/ erto Chriſt, that areallied to him by faith, than by the fleſh: 


" 
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heirs wich Chriſt. The- true honour (I ſayagain) is to be 
born again; by which birth we areallied co Chriſt, and made 
of his alliance and linage : For he that doth the will of my 
Father (which is in heaven, faith Chriſt } the ſame is my filter 
and brother , and mother ; and when ſome came and told 
him chat his mother and brother were without co ſpeak with 
him ; he anſwers (as I told you)) at. 12. and Zauke $8. by 
pointing to his Diſciples, Afar. 12. 49, 50. He ſtretched 
forth his hands towards his Diſciples, and faid, Behold my 
mother and my brethren ; for whoſoever doth, &c. The 
ſame Lnke 8. My mother and my brethren are they that hear 
the word and do ir, verſes 21. By which places of Scripture 
we ſee plainly and evidently, that Chriſts reſpeRs are greater, 
ard he is dearer and nearer to them that are united to him 
by faith, than by bloud, by ſpiritual regeneration , than by 
natural generation. And St. Aſtin from hence is bold to 
affirm, Felicvor Maria credendo in Chriſt um quam concipt- 
endo carnem Chriſti : Mary was more happy in believing in 
her Son, than in bearing him, in believing in him in her mind, 
than in bearing him in her womb. They are dearer and near- 


and this our Saviour mildly. intimared to the woman , who 


' looking too carnally and ſenſually upon his outward and na» 


* to Chri 


tural generation ; and crying out , bleſſed the womb ; 'and 
he corrects her in theſe words , Nay more bleſſed are they that 
hear the word of God and dv it. It is not the conception of 
the _ , but the conceprion of the mind , which unites us 

; for howſoever by the body we are born at firſt, 
by the mind we are born again : The womb, of which con- 


; ception lies higher, namely in the heart , where the ſeed of 


the word is ſown to receiv the ingraffed word,and to conceive 
the new man, and by faith to impregnate and bring him forth, 
This is the work of regeneration, and this unites us to Chriſt 
makes us bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh. The wor 
of God (which is called the ſeed of our new birth), goes in 


| arourears, from thence down to our hearts, and there (asI 


Rid)ir doth impregnate and fruRtfc,and bring forth the new 
man. 


rearrje of: the New Birth : or, 


Men. God begets us of his will by the word 'of truth. 1 
will corclude this Point with the Prayer of St. Angaſtine be- 
fore one of his Sermons, . beſeeching God that Quicquzid 
meditatum eſt cor menm : whatſoever my heart hath 
profitably meditated upon this divineSubjeR,may enter(from 
my mouth into your ears, from your ears into your hearts, 
from your hearts ſpring forth in your lives and be fruirfy}l; fo 
that receiving the ingrafted word with meekneſs , it may be 
able to ſave your ſouls. 

As you have in part ſeen the eminency and dignity of a 
Chriſtiau (of which you ſhall hear more anon) ſo I pray you 
note three great and ſingular priviledges.and prorogatives of 
ene born of God ; they are worth your noting and obſer. 
vation. 

I. Firit, They that are born of God, fin not, 1, 7ohba 3.9. He 
that is born of God, doth not commit ſin : Sin not (may 
fome ſay) how can you make that good ? ſince the moſt 
righteous fin ſeven times a day ; and there lives not a man 
upon earth that fins not ? 1t weſay we have no ſin» faith 
St. Fohn, We, 1 tor one, we are not only Ceceivers, but ly- 
ars, 1 fohn 1. In many things we offend all (faith Fames, We, 
he puts himſelf in, 7-mes, called the Juſt) puts himſelf into 
the number*of ſinners ( We offend all) all of us in many 
things, and many of us inall things. 

Verebar emnia opera mea, faith fob, Ifeared all my works, 
knowing that in «he beſt of themas weakneſs, in the worſt, 
wickedneſs, error in all. : 

David cries out , Who. knows how often he offendeth ? 
(The higheſt-form of believers are not without the aRings 
of fin,, though the lowelt forms are not under the dominion 
of fin”) And what were Neoahs drunkeneſles , Lots niceſt, 
Abrahams C ſimulation. Davidr Aduliery, Sclomons Idola» 
try; 'Ptrers Apoſtcy, Themas bis incredulity, were not theſe 
firis ? Noah was @ juſt man in his generation , Abraham the 
Father of the Faitlitull , ad friend: of God; Dawd was a 
man after G-»4s own heart, nay the Pacher of Chriſt (accor- 
ding to the fleſh )Solomen , a type of Chritt , and Prince of 
Peace- 
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Peace, Peter the prime Apoſtle, upon whoſe faith Chriſt did 
build his Charch. Themas vouchſated that never man was 
co put his finger into che hole of our Saviours tide ,- and to 
handle his wounds; yer theſe tall Cedars were not only ſha- 
ken, bur overthrown: Er þ non t:navit lupus lum gregens 
intrate : Tf the Wolte feared not to enter into the 1old of 
which Chriſt was the Shepherd , how may we fear our ſtan- 
ding, fince theſe {ſtrong ones were ever taker with fauits . no 
ſmall ones, and infirmicies, nota few - Let him chit ſtan- 
deth take heed. *Tis true, percatum ineſt in elettis, nou 
preeft-, It tsin them, not over them : remanet nom regnat, 
it remains in them, it reignes not in them ; Yive, non vincit, 
it lives in them, bur ir conquers them nor, be/lat, not debellat, 
it wars; butic wins not. They are not fo perteq, fo through- 
ly fan&tfted here in this life , that ye fail not, or fall at all, 
nor ſinat all, that p&ceativms non for, Or niſit , that lin ſhould 
not be; or bein them ; bur they are ſo upheld and preſerved 
by the power of God unto ſalvation ; peccatum non prefit 
ox obſit, that fin ſhould not reigne in them, nor ruine them ; 
becauſe (as I faid) God keeps the feet of his Saints-, and his 
ſeed, that is, his ſpirit and word remains in them. $0 that 
though they fall, yer they fall not foully, or finally, though 
ſinbein them, yer it reignes not in their mortal bodies, 
that they ſhbuld obey ir in the luſts and delires thereof; 
becauſe they be born of God, and by faich lay hold upon the 
Lamb of God , which hath taken away, &c. and they have 
an Advocate with the Farther, cc. Bur we are to know that 
this Advocate , this-Jeſus who was fo called -becauſe he 
ſhould fave, rhough he hath taken away the ſtrength and 
ſting of ſin, the guilt and condemning power thereof , yet he 
hath not raken away the being of ſin : The fire of finne, 
that Chriſt hath not ſtirred, bur che ſpite and might of it, that 
he hath quelled ; the might that it ſhould not regnare, 
reigne ; the fpite of it- that ir ſhould not damnare, damn): 
Sirris in the beſt andHolieſt , but it condemns not them that 
are in Chrift, Rows. 8. 11 They commit no wickednefle (faith 
David) that 'walk in thy waies , that is willingly; purpoſely, 
H 2 or 
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or reſolvedly : They ſin indeed out of weakneſſe and failey 
©, 


and error, out of negligence and careleſneſſe, and raſhne 

but not out of wickedneſle, intention, or preſumption, out of 
intirmity, and inadvertency ; they ſin, butnot delightfully , 
or deſperately, willingly, or conſtantly ; they (in not tinally, 
or to death , with their mind they obey the Laws of God, 
though with their fleſh che Law of fin : ar as one faies 
upon the place, They [ive not unto fin, but unto Chritt who 
died for ſin; or (which is the trueſt and the moſt comforta- 


ble expoſition of all} They ſin not, becauſe their ſin is not ' 


impured nor laid to their charge. They are looked upon 
in the face of Gods Anointed, and ſo God ſees no iniquity 
in Zacob, &c. Thou arr all fair my love, faith Chriſt,and there 
are no ſpots in thee : ſpots ſhe hath, as there be ſpots in the 
Moon, ſhe hath fin in aR, but her ſins are not impured : Thou 
are fair ſaith Chriſt , through the beauty that] have put in» 
to thee. In this ſenſe they that are born of God, {in not ; 
they have fin in them , but not ruling or reigning inthem; 
Rom. 6.4. As Chriſt faid to his Diſciples when he'found them 
aſleep , The ſpirit is willing , but the fleſhis weak : And the 
Spouſe of her ſelf and her drowſineſle, 1 ſleep, but my heart 
waketh : So the Saints of God, the beſt have their nods and 
neves but the heart wakes when the eyes are cloſed ; even 
in their falls and weakneſſes they have a deſire to ſtand and 
to be ſtrong iu the Lord: and asI ſaid, With their mind, &c. 
Rom. 7. laſt. They fin, I ſry again, burr is not their work 
or trade; It is not they, as St. Pas! ſaith, but fin that remains 
in them.Secondly, It is their defire and intention to do good; 
3. They lie not, they continue not in ſin , but their courſe 
is after the Commandment, and a walking in and by the ſpi- 
rit: whereas the wicked and unregenerate, they fin purpoſely 
with delight and pleaſure , and they continue in their finne, 
making it their work enderade ; they makeit their Plough 
(as Job faith) They plough iniquity (and therefore they muſt 
needs reap miſery,) They work it, and cannot ſlaep except 
they commit it ; they love it, and live by it; it is not onely 
their love , but their life : and as it is their trade andcheir 


work 
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work, ſo it is their you and paſtime , their mirth and recre- 
ation,this fool(the ſinner)makes a ſport of fin: a fool indeed; 
for have they any underſtanding that work wickedneſs ( faith 
David. whereas the regenerate man grieves and mourns, and 
kments forit, his righteous ſoul is vexed at it ; and he never 
finds rett or quietneſs, untill he feels in bis conſcience the af. 
furacce of his pardon in Chriſt. Axgaſtin in his Book de 
civitate Des, ſets forth the differer.ce berween the fins of the 
regenerate and unregenerate , very learnedly and comforta- 
bly , by a compariſon and inſtance in Tarquiz and Lucrere, 
where ſpeaking of her raviſhment by him , he faith thus, 
There were two bodies, and yet but one Adulterer, and con- 
cludes, peecatum fattum eſt de illa, non ab illa : fin was done 
with reluQancy and ſtriving, and ſtrong oppoſition upon her; 
it was not done willingly or delightfully by her : The fame 
may we fay concerning the ſins of the regenerate ; ſin is 
done with reluQancy, and ſtriving, and oppoſing , and re- 
ſiſting upon the Godly, it is not done willingly, or purpoſe- 
ly, or readily , or pleaſingly by them : Like men ſpiritually 
oppreſſed by the potency and power of the enemy , by the 
firength and power , and violence of Satan, The good they 
would do they cannot do it, but the evil, &c. Roms. which makes 
them heavily and doleſully ro complain, Miſerable men that 
we are, who 5c. and concludes the point, having ſhewed the 
difference between the ſins of the godly and ungodly, in two- 
ſentences , which deſerve your obſervation: 1.Yerms penitens 
ſemper Fo in timone & dolore; a true penitent is alwaies in. 
fear and grief. In fear leſt he ſin; 2. In grief for nn Try 
thy ſelf by this ; Art thou afraid when thou goeſt forth into- 
the world (where men walk asamongk ſnares). leſt thou ſin , 
and beenſnared ; and if thou beeſt overtaken with a fault, 
doſt thou gy” and lament thy folly and weakneſs, and art 
never at reft until! thou haſkmade thy peace with thy God > 
It is a certain ſigne of thy ſonſhip, that thou art the chiſd of 
God : thy ſin ſhall not be imputed. The ſecond obſervable 
note of the Father there, is this, Peccats non nocent que no 


Plagent : Thoſe ſins do never hurt, which do not pleaſe; they 
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hearc. And as ſaid before, God will nog fee weakneſs "__ 
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damn not any man that delight himnor , becaafe chey be not 
commircted withythe heart, mind, or will ,* for it a true rule, © 
Dnod cor non facit non fir : What the heart doth nor, is nor 
done. 'So much- of the heart and mind ; as is in any 
ſin, ſo much ic is a ſin, where they are not, there is no4in,for- 
mally or evangelicalby, atleaſt condemnatory : Theſe rhings 
I write unto 'you,laith St. 7 obn, that you ſin not, which is an 
impoſlible thing in a ſtrict and legal ſenſe, as I have ſaid; bart 
in an evangelical and Goſpel ſenſe, it is poftibte : You muft 
not ſin as wicked men do, who do nothing elſe bnt fin. (Their 
life being a continuall and continned courſe of finning) who 
make-t their worknd trade, work it with both-their hands, 
and all their heare-; earneſtly and conſtantly; which they doe 
not who walk-in Gods'waies , and who are Gods children ; 
bur he that: is born of God , doth righteouſly, 1 7ohn 2. 29. 
And he that is born of God, heareth Gods word, 7ohz 8.47. 
He carrieth/a flexiBle and docible heartunto the word, whit 
is the ſeed of our new birth, and preſerves a*manFrom fin.” 

_ Carry we vur felves therefore like holy perſons, like men 
born from above:and if David thoughtit a great honor to be 
fon in-layy to a King,Let Chriſtians think-it a tranſcendent dig. 


nity andhonor to have God the King of Kings for cheir Fa. 


thet. "hall ſuch a mah as T'fly;faith Nebcmah ? So! ſhall fich 
a mary as-aregenerate-man fin wilfully, or preſumpruoufly'of- 
fend fuch a'Father as God is to him ? whoſe eyes are over hin 
to protec him,and his hands under him to ſupport him, who 
numbers his very hairs, and / fic carat ſuperfiaa in quants 
ſtthritate#ſt anima*; They that are Gods children cannot, wilt 
not (in : they have the bleffing of impoterccy-and weaknel(s ir 
their regenerate part, that they cannot fin trongly : though 
they have not thar bleſſed liberty in the regenerate part, that 
they cannot ſinat all. A/ephibofterh,though he way lame in his 
feet, yet he was of the bloudrg,ſop ro a Prince,and grind. 
ſon-t0 4 King ſo may a Chilftatthe the'thild of God Sou & 
he be lame and weak in holy dnties and performances. He 
walks uprightly , that walks ſincerely , and 'with a good 
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be ſees truth in the inward 2ffeQions : It was the happinefſe 
of eden itt Paradice, Pot wit non peccare : He could not have 
ſinned : gave that power and firength unto the ſoul in 
the Creation, that he was able to have preſerved himſelf 
from ſinnirg : It is our unhappineſs now after his fall : New 
peſſmmres non peccare: We cannot chuſe bur fin, being born in 
iniquity and conceived in fin: ſinners from the womb. 

It wilt be our bhappineſſe in heaven, Now poſſumus peccare : 
We cannot ſinat all. In a word, Not to fin at all is the hap- 
pinefſe and holineſſe of heaven : Not to ſin wilfully or pre- 
{umpiuouſly, 1s the holineſſe and happineſle on earth. 

This then conſider and apply , for the concluſion of this 


comfortable priviledg , Thar to be preſerved from lin (from 


the hurt and danger of ſinre): is a great priviledge and bleſ- 
ſing : He ſhall give his Angels charge over thee to nphold 
thee, &c. Ard this bleſſing and priviledg God promiſed, 
7«b 5. his faithfull ſervant, and obedient child, That he ſhould 
not fin , which is the greateſt comfort the world' can afford : 
It is (if corſidered) the next priviledg to God,and the higheſt 
priviledg of man, of mortal man : And when ina full ſenfe- 
man ſhall be taken frem Gn, he ſhall be received to joy , to 
fulneſs of joy, and the more we enipty of ſin by repentance , 
the more we are filled with joy, 'Which is found and felt here 
by the teſtimony of our-own conſiences , which is the very 
beginning of heaven ard ot happineſſe in this life : The more 
holy , the more happy, PrayMve then to God who is the 
only cleanſer and purifyer of the heart, our only ſanRtifier, 
and pardoner of ſin : To make us fo happy here . 'asto be 
holy (that is, not to have our fin imputed” For bleſſed is he 
whole .iniquity is forgiven, &c.) and ſo holy here, that 
hereafter we may be eternally bappy. 
The ſecond Priviledg. 

He that is born of God, Coth overcome the world.” Tt 

is Saint 7ehns DoQrine too , 1 Fibn 2. The world is' 100 
baſe for their h:gh-calling in. Chrift Jeſus: They are Born 
from above, ard therefore ſhovld not mind things below. 
The world God ſet and placed under mans feet to tread and 
. trample 
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trample npon, not to ſer his heart upon:God made the world 


for man,and therefore he made man himſelf, for a better rhing 


then the world is,for himſelf and his Kingdom : and therefore 
the Church of Chrilt,the mother of us all is deſcribed, Rev.12, 
1. To be clothed with the fun, and :o have the moon under 
her feer,and upon,&c. the meaning is , ſhe was cloathed with 
Chriſt the Sun, that is, with Chriſt the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
according to that ſaying of St Pal, Pat ye onthe Lord Feſws 
Chriſt:Indeed he is indumentum & ornvamentum, our garment 
and our glory : She had the moonunder her feet, that is, ſhe 
had all earthly and worldly things under her, which are com- 
pared to the moon for its waxing and waning, changing, de- 
creaſing, and increaſing, for her continual variations andun- 
certainties,ſhe treads them all under her feet, ſhe makes 1g 
of them,knowing that ſhe is born fram above,and there is her 
inheritance, ſhe therefore regards not, nor values earthly 
things in compariſon of heavenly : for he that is cloathed with 
the ſun,cares not for the light of the moon, which hath all ber 
ligbe from the ſun:So he that hathGod, what need he care for 

the world:he that dwels in the ſun, what need he carg for any 

light from the moon, which is Gods creature, and made only 

for mans uſe and ſervice : God hath ſer all things under his 

feer,as David ſaith, Given him rule and authority over all the 


creatures: He hath given the earth to the ſons of men : Ir was 


the obſervation of the Poer 

Os homins ſublimAkedir calumque Meri 

7 uſſit, & eretos,c*c. 
Whereas all other creatures were framed with dejeted and 
caſt-down countenances, with faces hanging downwards : he 
made man with an ere, lofty,and ſtately countenance,that he 
might by the conſideration of his feature and compoſition, be 
put in mind of the end of his creation: and as S. Pas! faith, 
Que ſwrſum ſunt querere Seek thoſethings which are above: 
So that cheſe Eagles(Chriſtians )ſhould not catch at flyes,nor 
theſe Herculeſes,the offspring of God. Sit at a diſt, and do 
ſuch and baſe ſervices as the world and fleſh (like 
Omphalc)ſhall preſcribe unto them: The world I fay God pla- 
ced under mans feet , that his head and heart ſhould not be 
where his feet troad and trampled, Since 
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 BYth from Above. 

Since then the Crentures were all made for Mans uſe and de: 
light, for their encouragement to, and in Gods ſervice, making 
ther all conſtantly and willingly to ſerve Man,that Man mighe 
ſo ſerve his Maker with cheerfu'neſlſe and willingnefſe;Shy)l Man 
make himſelfe ſo baſe, ſo diſbonour his high calling, ſo degene- 
rate,as to make himſelfe a {live to bis (lave, a ſervant to his ſer- 
vants, with curſed Cham, whoſe curſe it was to be x ſervant of 
ſervants : Amare res ſua plus quamſe, tolove the Creature 
more than the Creator, which is bleſſed for ever ? 

No marvaile then that God, who is a jealous God,and will 
not give his honour to another, nor love, aff:R, or eftecme any 
thing in the world more than him, or above him, many times 
drops gall and bitterneſs into our creature.comforts, and im. 
bitters our earthly blc ings, when he ſees us dote too much up- 
on them, and place that contentment and fatisfaRtion in them, 
which we (hou'd place in him ; ſet them in his throne, and make 
Idols and Images of them, falling downe to them, and worſhip- 
ping them, as //-ae/ did to the Calfe, as the covetous man doth 
ro his Gold, callirg it his god, and the wedge of gold his con- 

fidence, the amorous and luſtfu!l man (the Sampſon to his Mij+ 
ſtrefle)the proud man to himſelfe and honour, 

B:loved Chriltizns, the next way to loſe any thing is to love 
it too well; and *Almighty God wh:n he ſees us ſet roo deep 
anaffcRion and love upon any creature, and prefer any earthly 
creature in our aff: ions before him, he either takes it quite 2- 
way from us, or elſe drops ſome bitrerneſle into it to make it 
difta(tfull. 

Let God therefore have the prime and principall,the ſtrengeh 
21d conſtancy of our aff:Aions, and let us love all other things 
with a ſubordinate and inferiour love, and all he gives ns to en. 
Joy, let us love for the givers ſake (4s his gifts and blefſings)ard = 
ſo we cannot erre in our love, Let us love other things with x 
ſubordinate affcRion to him, and with a willing refiznation of 
them to his Divine will and pleaſure to his diſpoſall : But the 
onely meaſure of loving God is to love him without meaſure ; 
we cannot love God too much, 

Secondly, Remember thy ſelf(O Man)whence thou art, & the 


place whither thou aimeſt and tendeſt, Thy face is towards 7e- 
I ruſalem 
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ruſalem, lt not Babylon bave thy heart, For wilt thou, which 
art borne for « better inheritance, which ſbalt one day feed of 
the food of Angels,which (halt fle with 45rahaw and Iſacc,und 
Zacob in the Kingdome of God , wilt thou ſo far diſgrace and 

debaſe thy ſelfe, thy Father, Friends, and Country, as to ſpend 

thy ſelf and lay out thy ſelf upon earvhly and eranficory things ? 

Lay ont thy labour for that which 11 not broad, bc. Iſa.s5.2. No, 

let Babylon feed upon theſe diſhes, let the Prodigll cate thefs 

husks. The teſtimony of Chrift hath given thee no fuch legacy, 

his Kingdome, as himſelfe teſtifies, is not in this world, and: ſo 

conſequenely ours, and therefore not our Crowne. Then art 

borne from above, therefore fer not thy affe&ions on things 

below. They are below thy birth and breeding, thy condition 

and calling. Set them not therefore above thee, make not thy 

Servant thy Lord, (the World, znd the things therein | ke Fire 

and Water, are good Servants, but bad Maſters) let them not 

therefore rule over thee, 

But ſay what we can or will, men will, moſt men ſet theiraf- 
feRions npon theſe worldly things, which $. Pan (upon good 
grounds) diſſwades we will faſten our minds upon theſe tranſi» 
tory ſubſtances, we will ſpend our ſhafts at theſe flging fowles, 
which have wings like an Eagle , and are vaniſhed as ſoone as 
poſſeſſed ; like little children we will hunt theſe ſhadows, and 
Iet reall, ſubſtantiall, and enduring ſubſtances goe. Perſwade we 
what we can,(had we the tongues of men and Angels) we could 
never perſwade men from doting upon theſe vaine, tranſicory, 
deceitfull, and uncertaine riches. But we will build where we 
cannot fiay, znd anchor where we cannot harbour, and faine 
would we ſet our reſt here in this reſtlefe place, this tronbleſom 
and unquiet world, (whoſe whole compoſition is nothing but 


commorion and tumult) although Saint Pas! tels us, That we * 


have no continuing {ity here,and the Prophet calls Is £0 2» 
riſe and be ns. Anders make for here is not > And 
notwithſtanding that urgent precept and counſell of Saint Joby, 
Love not the world, wor the =_ of the World, If any moan, &c, 
Bur his words are but wind, and ſpoken onely to the aire, What 


nat tove the world, nor the things of the workd ?. You (hall as. 


ſoone getthe heart 08 of mens bodies, ae the love of the world 
ous. 
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out of the heart. They are as impatient for riches, as Rache! 
was for 3 better wealth and ſabſftaace, Give me children or 7 die - 
So give me Riches or Idie, (and indeed many die in the too ex- 
ger purſuit of them, (2s (he did io her eravaile.) God gave her 
children, but one was her death : So God gave ſome Riches, 
but it is for their ruins :As God gave //-4e/x King in bis anger, 
and took him away in his wrath, Thus though we call God 
Father, and profeſſe our ſelves his children , yer 'in our courſes 
and wayes we ſhew our, ſelves Terre filios, Eurth-bred and 
worldly minded men. 

We favour and ſmel too much of the earth, our very breath 
is earthy, and our language and talke of nothing but the world 
and worldly things. All our labours, talk and diſcourſe tend 
downwards, and earthwards, We bury our ſelves almoſt alive, 
and dig and delve like moles and hogs, and ants in the earth ; 
and all for that which cannot profit us or fill us, (exceptit be 
with cares and croſſes, with troubles and vexations.) We make 
our way through thornes, to gt nothing but thornes, which 
pierce us through with many ſorrowes ; and many times like 
Qippery and falſe friends, forſake us when we have moſt need 
of them ; like Phyſicians, faile us and forſake us at the point of 
death; or like 46/c{ows Mule,which ran from him when he had 
molt need of bim, I dare ſay, many men had been more happy 
if they had beea leſſe great and rich. The greatnefle and riches 
of many have been their raine, The rich travellers life and mo- 
ney have often been a prey to the 6ruell and covetous thief, 

Remember therefore thy original,O Man,it is from Heaven; 
Let thy thoughts therefore be heavenly, thy ſpeeches heavenly, 
thy converſation heavenly. In all chy earthly buſineſſes, carry a 
heavenly mind, and when thy bar.ds be upon thy works, let thy 
* heart be above, where thy Father is, thy Redeemer is, where 
thy Country, Friends, and infieritances all are : For as Noebs 
Dove (being out of the Arke) could find no reſt for the ſoale 
of ber foot untill (he returned to the Arke again ; ſo the ſouls 
being come out of heaven from God, can finde no reſt or con- 
tent here in this troubleſome world, in this ſea of glaſſe, untill 
it returns to God that gave it. : =y 
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T he third Priviledge | 

Thirdly, If God be our Father, and we his children, then are 
we ſure of paternity and fatherhood ; we are ſure of a Father, 


though departed this life ; we are ſure of friends, and patre += 


though gone before us ; and ir may be their »ff:Rions gone be= 
fore them ; we have a provident, and able Father in heaven, 
thovgh we be here many of us forlorne and forſaken,and none 
cares for us ; which makes Chrilt give that Cordiall co his Di- 
ſcipies,when he left them (as ſheep amongſt Wolves) 7 go ro my 
Father, and to your Father,&c.And though you wander up and 
down on earth as pilgrims and ſtrangers, as all your Fathers 
were, yet in H<aven you fhall have a Father and a: inheritance 
which cannot be taken from you. 

Againe, 7 goe, ſaith Chrilt, ro prepare you a place, avi in my 
Fathers houſe, (who by my merits I have made yours) «re 
many Manſions : manſtons 4 manendo, from continuing,for we 
have no continu ng City here, but we looke for one to come : 
Houſes I confeſſe we have, as Foxes have their holes, and Birds 
their neſts, and Beaſts their Dennes, quickly to be turned out 
of ther : But in Heaven are eternall and everlaſtiog habicati- 
ons prepared for Gods childrer. 

Here (in this ſtrange Countrey) we have hunger, and want, 
and neceſſity enough, but in our Fathers houſe we ſhall have 
plenty and abundance ; we (hall doe well therefore (with 
him) having ſuch ill uſage here to reſolve : 7 will goe to my Fa- 
ther, A bleſſed thing it 1s we have 2 Father to go to, tam pater 
nemo, tam pird nemo, This was Davids comfort, when Father 
and Mother forſook him, God tooke him up : they my Fa- 
ther, &c. Againe, I wes poor and needy, and the Lerdcared for 
me ; And indeed this Father God forſakes none, untill he bs 
forſaken, if he doe then ; for I am ſure he raines bis bleſfings 
unto the mouths of them that are open to blaſpheme him : 
Againe, David tells us, that when his people were hungry-and 
thirſty, and their ſoules fainted in them, whep being in ehis 
caſe, they cryed nnto God in their trouble, he delivered them 
out of their diſtrefſe, he brought them forth into a wealthy 
place, ſet their feet in a large roome, and when they wanted 
bread, gave them bread enough ; Hs rained Manna, and 
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Quailes,and feathered faules as the duſt of the earth : was beſt 
to them in the worlt times, and when they were bad enough to 
him (God knowes) murmured and complained, ev:n when 
their mouthes were filled and (tuffed with pleaty, 

And for his owne particular he telis us, char aitzr many ſen- 
ſi>le experiments of Gods mercy and loving kindnefſ-, his 
m'ghty and conſtant pcoteRion, and prov denee (in his pre- 
ſ-ryatioo) all the daycs of his life, when the hands of his pc0- 
ple were ready to [ſtone him, and deſtroy b'm (chey knew noe 
why) chcn David com occed himſelf in his Gd, and was de- 
livered. And in the 23, P/alme, he thankfully acknuwle'g:s, 
that in his greatelt exrremicy and need, and in tfc molt barren 
plice (the Wildernciie) God ſpread him 2 Table, and r-ple. 
mth d i”, and fiiled his Cup. And ehe children of 77 4:1, Goats 
choſcn aad children, with whom he hid made a cov-nant, when 
thy were all at che rcd Sex (at the very brink of de {truRtion) 
and when there was but a {t; p bztween them and death, whom 
he hid led as a Father his childcea by the hand, in the day time 
by a pillar oa cloud, aad in the night by a p ilar of fi e,quiiing 
him by che ſpeciall providence ; (h. w.d tranfelfe a careiu'l and 
powerfull Father indeed, who when the earth denyed them. 
bread) rained it apon them from Heaven as Cult, and feath:red 
fouls,as I ſaid, the ſard of theSea &c,when they were not only 
thus miraculouſly ſupplyed in their huoger, bur in their thir't 
brake and clave the rocks, and Have them water out of the 
rocks as out of a River ; cloathed them with garments which 
Waxed not old, but endured without mending or wearing 40 
yeares, made great and mighty Kings to give them room, and 
the Sea to give th:m way ; I ſay againe, when they were in 
this great ſtreighr,xnd cxigence beyond all hope and cxp:Riti- 
on of deliverance; before them the S.a roaring, behind them 
Pharoab (che cruell tyrant) ragting and following them with a 
mind bene co deſtroy cthem:on cach ſide the H.ls and Mountains 
inacceſſible : Then I ſay againe, did th-y pray unto the Lord 
in theic trouble, and he delivered them,&c.and they C16 fee the 
goodneſſe of the Lord, in their ſudden and anex/peRted delive- 
rance ; Neceſſitas humana, opportunitas divine, mans nectli:y 


Gods opportunity, and then doth, God commonly l:y ta bis 
I 3 hand 
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hand, when all other hopes and expeRations of any affiſtence 
from the arme of fi:(h are paſt : Who would not honour ſuch 

* a Father, that honours thera that honour him ? He that ſerveth 

me, him will my Father honour, who would not honour ſach 

a Father, and truſt in ſuch a God, who ſo undeſervedly digni- 

fies,and ſo mightily defends and preſerves, and fo carefully and 

indulgently provides for them ? 

If then he be ouc Father, let us give him our honour, and if 
our Maſter,our feare ; This is that he calls for by his Prophets, 
and preſſes it Rrongly and powerfully. 1, By way of concel. 
fion, A Son honowreth hz Father, &c. 2. By way of exprobra- 
tion or redargation : If I be a Father where, &c. as if he had 
ſaid, I will bz neither Father nor Maſter to them that will not 
give me honour or feare: But now this very terme of paternity 
and Fatherhood, and the thought of theſe tranſcendent pre» 
rogatives, 1. That he preſerves us from fiore. 2, That he 
purchaſes an immortal and glorious inheritance for us in Hea- 
ven, 3. That (as a Father) he leads us through all the chaoge 
and chances of this life, ſhould the more (tir us up to conftane 
fliall and univerſall obedience ; At all times to ſerve him, who 
at all times and turnes (every day houre and minate) ſerves us, 
cheerfully co ſerve him in reverence and feare, and whoſe eye 
is on us and over us, and whoſe promiſe is richly and liberally 
to remunerate our (ſhort ſervice, and imperfeR obedience into 
our boſome, This was a ſpur to Moſes faithfulneſſe, he had 
an eye to the recompence of reward, and it is a part of the 
Catechiſme and Creed, which S. Pas/ tzught the Hebrews, to 
believe that God is x plentifyll rewarder of them that ſerve 
him : Without this hope and faithfyll aſſurarce, a man can 
parforme bnt a dull and faint obedience and ſervice to God, 
therefore Chrift made it a motive,not onely againſt diſtruſt and 
carefulneſſe, but to ready, diligent, and faithfull obedience : 
If an earthly Father knowe: how to Fa &c, Thus we ſee the ho- 
nourable relation we are inveſted with, in our regeneration 
we have God for eur Father, we ſee our honour and priviledg- 
es, and let this ſerve for ther, and for the firlt dofrine, That 
the ſtate of a Chriftian is a new geniture and birth. 

Come we now to the ſecond,thy God himſelf is the Author 
and 
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Birth from Above, 
and cauſe of this Bicth, II, Hebegetsus, It is the worke of 
God, his proper and principall, and peculiar worke; #e are 
-» 54" ſaith the Apoſtle, created to good worker, 
Gal. 2.10. 

We ſay in Phrloſophy, that So! & home generant hominens, 
That the Sun with the help of Man, doth generate and beget a 
Mn : Bu Chrilt alone, (the glorious Sunne of righteouſneſſe ) 
begets us without the help of any Lunary or ſa>-lunary ſub. ' 
ltances : we are not able of onr ſelves, ſo much as to thinke a 
good thought towards our regeneration, how much lefſe can 
we performe the worke : we cannot charg? a haire of our 
heads, much leffe the frame of our hearts, or convert our \\ Ives, 
Convert ws 0 Lord, cryes Jeremiah, and we forall be converted, 
change us, and We ſhall be changed: we cannot tell many times 
when we have grace, much leiſe can we affcQ it; No Man 
living can make a living Fly, much lefſe x living Soule, an im- 
martall eflence : It is God alone that formes and frames us 
after his own Image, which worketh in on; bath to will and eo 
doe of his good pleaſures are begotten ſaith John,»ot of Blerd, 
wor of the will of 1M an,nor of the Fleſh but of the Will of Go : Not 
in any omtward impure way of the f].{h, or in #ny carnal! man- 
ner, 23 Nichodemu conceived , which is meant by Blond and 
by the will of the Fleſh bur by the will of God : It is the worke 
of the Spirit in which weare meerly paſſive, ask agrine, we 
worke, bzing wrought upon : It is God that makes us, and not 
we our ſelves. Bur why then ſaich the Apoſtle, by the grace of 
God chat is begotten in yon ; 1 Cor.4 15. *Tis true, Miuiſters 
of the Goſpell may be called ſpirituall parencs, and faid in- 
firnmentally ro beget ; 2s Paw! ſpeaks of our Sinnes, whom 
he begets in his bonds, fo thar many times the Word is full, 
when the Preacher is nor, and rans when he cannot, Phil. 10, 
God uſcth ſometimes to pull chat dignity and hunour upon 
the nftrumentall, which workes with him, and for him. As he 
g ves them (fometimes) his own nam?,and calls ther G-ds, 
and accouats the negleA and dif. ſteeme done to thery, as done 
to him, So he ſomerimes gives them his Sonnes name, calls 
them Saviours,Obadizh theiaſt, [ if r5iſt up aSavicur [1th Gol, 
in che lat dayss.; becauſe a3 Par faith, By givmg diligence 10 
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reading, exhortation and doAlrint, be ſaver himſolfe, Kc. 2- Tim, 
2 lalt, And in the Atsyou read, that God daily added un- 
ro the Church (by che Miniſtery of che word) ſuch 2s ſhould 
be ſaved, «4.4 lz{t, Thus (you fre that God himſelfe is the 
Authour and canſe of our new Birth, it is the proper and pecy- 
l'ar worke of God to beget, voluntarie nos genms, Of his will he 
begate us. And yer you may pleaſe to obſerve, that as this a& 
of regereration is attributed to God the Father, as it is in this 
place : So ſometimes it is attributed to God the Sonne, as 
Eſai.53.10. Beleevers are galled hi; ſeed, that he might ſee his 
fſerd, he made his ſoule a ſacrifice for ſinne : Sometimes to the 
ſpirit of God, as in 70.3 6. That which t borne of the fleſh, uu 
fl-[b, andthe Winde bloweth it, ſous every one that u borne of the 
$þ-rit , Iris God the Fathers will, he begets us of his will - 
Chrilt the Sonnes m-rit, Gal. 4 4. When the fulntfſe, &c. to re- 
deem them that were under the Law,that We might receive the A» 
deption of the Sonne. God the Holy Ghoſts efficacy and power, 
by the Spirie of Gods ſanRifying and over-ſhadowing the 
Soule, the new Man is quickned and made; ſometimes it is 
attributed fo all the three perſons in Trinity together,as in that 
notable place, Tit.3. & 7. By hi mercy he ſaved us, by the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghaſt, Which ke abundantly ſhed in cur hearts 
throngh Chriſt Fr(s. 

There we hav: the three perſons together in two verſes, and 
here all the cauſe of our regeneration in one, a parallel where- 
unto you (hill hardly finde in the whole New Teltament, 

Bu: God (as I ſid) be is che principall anthor and cauſe; His 
Miniſters but inſtrumentall : yet as his Minifters,they are and 
may very well be called Fathers. And this near relation ſhould 
warme the hearts of Min:ſters with an indulgent and paternall 
care and »ff;Rion to beare great good will cowards them, and 
(+5 Moſes is commanded) to carry them in his boſome : And as 
Aaron when he went up to pray.or to ſacritice,he went up with 
the names of the twelve Tribes written vpon bis brealt- plate, 
So the Miniſters of the New Teſtament (the Paltors of Chrilts 
Church) according to that Typ ', oughc to put up in all his dc- 
votion, the prayers and ſupplications, the wants of his people, 
with his-owne : As Saint Pax calls his peopie bu Epiſtle Written 
in 
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is kia beare ; fo (hrll the people be in their Paſtours, As S. Panls 
hearts deſore and prayer 10 1/ratl Was, ere. Indeed the New Te» 
ftament is nothing elie bu” Jcſus Chrilts Letter, and Epiltle 
writ from Heaven unto h's Church; the mind of God expreſ. 
ſed to Man by Chrift , who (its at the right hand of the Father, 
making choſe Prayers and P-titions of ours which are imperfe 
in themſclves,co be more perfeRt by his mediation. And as theſe 
ivſtrumencs of Regeneration are called Fathers both in the Old 
Teltament, (My Father, my Father, &c. cryes El:ſhato Elias, 
Zehorans to him, a wicked man, yet he had more grace than 
ſome have now, to call the Prophet his Father, (Worſe names 
now mult be digeſted.) 

So Saint Pax! calls ther Nurſes,'or Aſothers too, x Theſ, 
2.7. There he puts upon himſeife the indulgence of a Mather, 
2s afterward che zfcRion of a Father, vey, 11. (hewing that as 
he did not occaſionally forget to uſe the gravity of a Father in 
his « x10rtations and inftiutions, fo other whiles he puts upon 
him the meeknefie, and ſoftneſſe, and tenderneſle of a Mother, 
or of an aff. tionate Nurſe ; Mothers and Narſes having a ſym- 
pathy and tellow-feeling of their Crildrens eftates ; the Mo- 
ther knowing by nacarali inſtinR when the child is fick, and diſ- 
eaſed, when it is diftcmpcred and pained, and will accordingly 
apply her ſelfe eo give it caſe, and not alwayes give it its hu» 
mour, nor what it cryes for : So Gods Miniſters ſhould be wil- 
lirg to free th:ir people from dilt:mper and diſforder,from the 
cortuption and error of the times, feeding them with wholſome 
and ſuund doQrine, with the (inccre milk of the Word, that 
they may grow thereby, not with fancies and humours, and 
theic owne inventions and imaginations, {for with griefe be it 
ſpoken, we are falne from the worſhipping of Images, to the 
worſhipping of Imaginations) which as it .breeds ſickneſſes in 
ycung children to let them eate what they will, ſo it breeds fa- 
Rions, and diviſions, and cxtreame diftemperatures in States, 
when they are ſuffered to be carryed about with every wind of 
doQrine, and every windy dodtine, (as the Iſraclites by Aarons 
permiſſion and ſufterance worſhipped the Calfe of their owns 


making.) . 
: And it teachath the people Ml” eh they Rand in ſo new 
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a relation to their Miniſters, (as Chiidren to Parents) to carry 
a filiall and dutifuli aff-Ation towards their Paſtours , as they 
carry a loving, carcfu!l, and paternall heart and eye towards 
them and their good. The want of which reciprocall loving 
kindnefſe and affeRtion, wheo Father and Ctyldrev, Miniſter 
and People, Malter and Servant, have had 2 greater defire to 
have their humours fed, than their ſoules edificd, have not one-= 
ly cauſed great rerits and div ftons, (which with Rewbens cauſed 
great griete and ſorrow of h-art) bu” 1 dare ſay hath gri- ved 
the bleſſed and holy Spirit of Go, th: ſol+ worker of our Re 
ge nc ration, and by Whom We we ſealed unto the day of Redempti» 
on, the ſpirit of God Witneſſing to our Spirits, that we are the ſons 
of God, Rom.8, 

Thirdly, this calls upon the great F:chers of the Common- 
w:alch, who are called Gods. ( being cexr co hin) and Parres 
Patrie thc Fichers of this Country.nay of th: Common wealth 
and State, to ſce with what meat their Children, their Subj &s 
are fed : for as I ſaid, they are Paſtours and Fathers £90. 1/aiah 
calls them Nwr/ing fathers, and Nurſing mothers, and prophe- 
fies that inthe great Reformation, Kings ſhould be nw fig fa- 
thers, and Qieens nurſi-g mothers, That is, God would raiſe 
vp the great Potentates and Princes of the earth, to provide 
that the people (ſhould be fed with wholſome food, that living 
waters ſhould flaw abundantly from the threſhold of the San- 
Auary, and that all people (ould know the Lord, from the 
greateſt to the lealt, 

Hence it follow-s neceflarily, that the Supreame Magiſtrate 
be ſeaſoned with R:ligion, and what z ſweet perfume followes 
ſuch Princes, ſee in the © xamples of Aſoſes. Zoſpna, David, Sole» 
men. Aſa, Jofrah, Hezekiah, &c. and not irreugious or Pop'ſhly 
affeRed, but ſoundly and firmly grounded, (for which we may 
bleſle God ) that he be a ſincere wo: ſhipper.and ſerver of G9, 
the feare of God being the beginning of witdome, and = man 
being never truly intelligent , untill he be 4b-dient, The beſt 
Plot is to ſave a ſoule. For if that be tra? which th: y ſay in ng+ 
ture is true and certaine, That whar diſcaſe or infe Aon the 
Nur: hach, the ſacking cbild will partake of ; and as the Parent 
is affxted, ſo for the molt part is the Childs inclination and 
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fition ; Surely, and withone all quzſtion it will far9:ſo in th's * 
If God pleaſe to give us a Miogiltcate which is godly and re- 
ligious, (and which be promiſeth to give to his people) Zzalous 
and forward in the Duties of Chriftianity, n lover and maintai* 
ner of the truth, Certaioly, for the mot pare, the people will 
.be ſo affecRed : That way which the Maſter Bze flies, all the 
reſt follow, and it is as true us old: Regis ad exemplum Nothing 
is more effcQuall, or perſwaſive with the vulgar, than the ex- 
ample and pr: fident of their Governors ; who,if they be godly 
and religious, are notable meanes to draw men to Religion and 
Godlineſſe. Confeſſor Papa, Confeſſor popwins (how trus that 
is in the letter, let che worid obſerve; ) Bu: ſurcly whece che 
Prince or Governor is a tru: Pcoteſtanc, all will be of his pro- 
feſſion ; Jo/nab is an excellent example and putterne for a Ru- 
ler to walke by / and certain'y his holinef: made him withour 
compare, ſuccefſetull in this life, and happy in the other) who 
in the midſt of an Idolacrous, froward, humorous and peev ſh 
pzople, reſolv.s like 2 p »us Ruler indeed , 1 and my houſe will 
ſerve ihe Lord : walk others which way they will, I will walke 
this way, the way of Gods Commandem-nts, Waen R-ligion, 
or (2s into Z ichers) Salvation is entred into the great houſe, it 
cannot be long out of th- little ones. Having ſpoke ſomething 
larg-ly of cur Father,ler xs ſpend a word or ewo about ourMo- 
thec, bzcauſe there is great controverſie about her in th: world; 
ſome r-pu iicing her, ſom- ſpitting in her face, ſom? making 
her an Idoll and Puppet, ſome a Sluz ſome Nothing ; I dare ſay 
m-[t of the controverſies of this late age, have beene abour 
or. iting the Bride, ſome would have her a painted and gaudy 
Paper; a finer Religion than the Proteſtants, as 2 vaine Lidy- 
once ſaid, ſome a homely Slut, without Forme and B:au:y, 
(as her Husband was accounted in the dayes of his fl (h) - 
whereas, as God will be worſhipped of all in his holy Tem- 
ple, and (x5 'David faith) in the beauty of holineſle : fo he 
would have com-lineſſe and order, decency and beauty in his 
bouſe. The ſpouſe of Chriſt being indeed black, but comely ; 
ſomeching obſcured in her Beauty by the morphew of FaRtion, 
and the Sun of AfiRion, and the Tan of Perſecution, but a- 
miable and lovely for all chat : we are begotten (you ſee) ard 
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by whom, by God the Father, and by the Word of Truth : but 
of whom are we begotten? I anſwer, As Gnd is our Father, 
ſo the Church is the Mother of us all,Gal.4 16.0f all theChildren 
of God, (o faith Saint Part, Jeruſalzm which is from above, is 

ee and Mother of us al':Whar is Zerz/alem but the Church? 
For as the City was the Seate of David, P/al. 122.5. fo is the 
Church, the throne of Chriſt ſignified, and figured by the King- 
dome of David, Rev. 3. 7. Therefore of both theſes God pro. 
cla:m:s, kere ſhall be my reſt for ever, Pſal, 132. And rightly 
a&d juſtly, is che Church cajled our Mother. 

Firlt, Becauſe her Maker is her Husband, Eſay 54. ſhe is the 
ſpouſe of 08: Father betroarhed to him in Faith, Hof, 2. 19, I 
will marry thee unto me in Faith and Righteouſneſle, coupled 
rogether and made one, by the unity and bond of the Spirit, 
Love bring the matrimoniall bond : I am my Beloved, and my 
B:loved is mine, (he feeds among the Lillies) amongſt the In. 
nocent and Faichiull, not amonſt Bryars and Thorns, Hemlock 
or Nettles. 

Ad ſecondly, Becanſe we are children borne of her : This 
teacheth ns to honour our Mother, and-like little children, 
hang upon her breaſts for maintenance and ſucconr, E/a.86.14, 
Suck and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of her conſolation, milke 
out and be delighted with the abundance of her glory : It 
is the Church, which by the bleſling of God brings forth Chil- 
dren unto God(by theMiniftry of the word)as it is in my Text, 
he begets us by the Word of truth, And if we be her children, we 
mukt teed of that milke,the word, which (till holds forth to us ; 
As new borne babes, 2 Pct. 2.2, 

In a word, out of the Church there is no Salvation, who 
have not the Church for their Mother, (hall not have God for 
their Father, was the ſaying of old ; and good reaſon, for out 
of the Church, there are no meanes of Salvation : Nu word to 
teach, no Sacrament to confirms, no Prayer to blefſe : Bur all 
theſe (ar:d all other meanes) are in the womb- of the Church. 
It is here (and here onely) where the ſpirit of immortall ſeed 
begets grace, and holinefls in the heart, and fo a man is new 
borne, x Pet.1.23. we are borne not of morta'l, &c. 
Thirdly, Having God for our Fatbir, and the Church for 


our 
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our Mother, we ought to be children of peace : For our Fa- 
ther is the God of peace, and our Saviour the Prince of peace, 
and the Goſpell x Goſpell of peace, and our Calling a Calling 
of peace &c. wt dsxi, It was the Hario: would have the child 
divided, &c, you know what Church it is that delights in blood, 
which make themſelves drunk with the blood of Saints, and 
with the Martyrs of Jcſus. 

They that are Gods children are of one minde, in one houſe, 
(and all believers are ſo as thoſe primitive were, AF. 4. the 
laſt.) They will not fall out becauſe they are Brethren, for we 
know it is a good and joyfull thing, &c, But my ſhzers ſwell co 
a bigger bulke than was intended, what is ſpoken therefore 
ſhall ſuffice for the proof and demonſtration of the two do- 
Arines, out of the firſt cauſe of our Regeneration, 

F.c{t, That the (tate of a Chriſtian is a new geniture and 
birth, a new formation or Creation. 

Secondly, That God himſeifeis the Author and cauſe of this 
Birth : He begets ns, no farther have I gone, no farther dare I 
or will I goe, untill I ſee what entertainment cheſe poore and 
unpoliſhed meditations (hall receive in a froward and carp'ng 
age. But yet out of theſe two dofrines, I (hill deſire ewo 
things more to be obſerved, for uſe and application. 1, The 
Chriſtians Dignity. 2. His Duty, and then I (hall commit yon 
to God and the Word of his Grace, the Word of Truth,which 
is able to build you farther, &c, 17.19.32. 

Firſt then for the Chriſtians dignity, which is three fold, To 
be regenerate and born againe. 

1. Dignity above mer. 

2, It is a dignity above the Angells. 

3. Itis 2 dignity above the Creatures; I will begin with 


the laſt, 
Firſt, It is a Dignity sbove the Creatures, for all the Cres. 


tures which God made have not his Image; but all that he 


doth beg:t have:he made Man Lord,and Maſter of all his Crea- 
tures ; he made them for Man, but Man himſelfe for himſclfe, 

Secondly, It is a Dignity above all Men, the wicked have 
nothing to doe with this honour, { fuch honour have all Gods, 
&c.) none elſe, They are the Lords purtion, his peculiar- p20» 
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pl-, his firſt fruits, 1a! i wy firſt borne, Jer. 2. 2. The fir 
fruits of my increaſe, Iſracl ts holneſſe to the Lord, They are thus 
cceaſur'e, the people that he on«ly locketh at and afrer, upon 
whom he ſ:es his love, his eyes are alwzys epon them for good. 
The eye of the Lord 14 over the righteous, and his eares are open to 
their prayers, The World are his goods, th- Exrth is the Lords, 
and z!l chat therein is, the round world, &c. But they are his 
erezſure: and as where 2 mans creaſuce is, there his heare will 
b-:ſo is Gods heart upon his treaſure upon his ſecret ones,upon 
his pecu'iar, He writes them upon the palm of his hand, he ſ-ales 
them upon his heart, they are as deare and near unto him as the 
Apple of his Eye ; A book of remembrance # Written for them 
that feare the Lord, Mal.3. 16. God will certainly remember 
the ſervices of his children, and not forget the libour of their 
love, nor the good they doe, Heb. 6. 10, Saint Peter, as you 
you have heard, gives the Jewes an eminent and tranſcendent 
Title, having hon ured them with theſe Den minations; a 
choſen generation, a royall Pricſthuod, a holy Nac'on ; he adds 
(what the Apoltie here intimates) a peculiar pcoPic : popmlic 
acquiſitionts, n pr cuitar people, 

And two reaſons may bs given of this appellation : 

1. They are a p:cuſ}ar people, becauſe God bath every way 
faſhioned them tor himſelf, 

2. B:cxuſc (+5 I cold you) they are 2 peculizr people, or the 
firſt fruirs of his creatures ; let apart and conſecrate for his (er- 
vice and worſh p, They are h's treaſure, his one'y treaſure, all 
he hath, the righceous comprehend aji Guds geic ngs: Al other 
men are Gods creatures, but theſe are th- fi: 11 t+ its of his crea» 
tures ; and as they are cooſecrate to him, to they ofren conſe- 
crate and bleſſe them : and I xm ſure ) if they be not bettered 
by their converſation, chey are bief{ d by their prove tion, 

3. Which is x bold aſſertion, it is a dignity above the An- 
gels, to be the ſons of God by regeneration, and to be redeem» 
ed by Chriſt, For, 

1; The Angels fell, he lets them lie in their fall , he reſerves 
and keeps them in chaines of darknefle till the judgement, 
Man fell, and God preſent'y ſends him, nay gives him (by word 
of mouth) a promiſe of a Rede, mer, That the ſeed of the Wer 
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was,ee. So that God did moure in our reſtauration, end re- 
demption in our regeneration , than he did for the Angels of 
Heaven. 

2. To Which of the Angels ſaid he, Thou art my Son , this day 
have I begotten thre ? He (that is, Chrift) rook wot the ſerd of 
Angels but the ſeed of Abraham. And again, He was made of the 
ſeed of Devil, Rom 1.3. He in no ſort took the ſee | of Abraham, 
Heb.2.Chrilt(t' fic himſelf for Mins falyation) took upon him 
an humane body,Cthe nature of Man) and in this kind dignified 
and honoured Mans nature abov: the A 'ge's, And this (I dare 
ſay) ſeemerh ro be x gr. ater preheminence 2n! dignity of the 
children of God above the Angels, in regard thece is a neere? 
eorju & on bceween Chriſt aud us,than between _hriſt and the 
Angels, (I meane innxture and perſon, not in piace.) In place 
mdeed the Angels arc neerer unto God than Man, being mn 
Heavzn,and ſceing the face of God, his glorious face ; but in na- 
ture che children of Gd are nearer tian they arezfor you have 
it expreſly ſaid, That Chrift was made of the ſeed of David, 

'3. Aide her:unto that he took up »n him this ſeed in the 
womb of che blefſea V rgin in his Incirnation, fo chat by his 
Conception and Incarnation, he was made one with us, and 
we withhim. And why did he exke our nature upon him, and 
not our nature onely , but the contum-lies of our nature, (ſo 
baſe and racane that they are not to be named) why did he this, 
bur to redeeme us that were loſt, when our fall in Adavws mads 
us liable to eternall death, and Izft every mothers ehild of us in 
the merit and guilt of condemnation ? When he took wpon hims to 
de liver Man, he did not abhor th: Virgins womb. 

Surely the Virgins wumb was not ſo pu e or cleane a place, 
bur che glorious and great Gd might have abhrred and de- 
ſpiſed ir, (but when he took up01 tim ro deliver Man he did 
not.) Bleſſed be his Name th-refore, who wis borne that we 
might not die, who was made the Son of M1, that we might 
be made the ſons of God. [des Filims Dei fatna eff home, ut ho« 
mines faceret filios Dei. 

Adde hereunto,that the Ang. ls of Heav-n deft-c earneſtly to 
look into this mylterie of ou: R-demprion, and do» aitend it, 
I: Pet, 141+, it doth thee goud at the heart to ſee their places 
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filled and ſupplyed by men,from which the evill Angels by theie 

Apoltafie and pride fel). 

'  Liftly, (to honour the Regenerate yet farther) the Angels 
are charg:d and commanded to attend and wait upon them, 
Hy hath given his Argels charge over thee,G6e, Pſal. 91. 11. 
They are not onely Fellow- ſervants with the Angels (as /obv 
the Divine calls them) bur they are ſervants to the children of 
God, for it is ſaid, They are miniftring ſpirits, ſent forth to wini« 
fter to them that are hrires of ſalvation, Heb.1.laſt, 

Thus have you ſeen the dignity of the Regeterate, the ſuper- 
lative honour of the children of God in ſome kind above the 
Angels. For 
; I. Chrilt crook not the ſeed or nature of Angels, but the ſeed 
of Abrahaw and David, (men ſubj:R ro infirmities.) 

2. He was conceived in the womb of a Virgin,and in the ful- 
nefſe of time made of a woman, and made under the Law bce. 
So that by his bleſſed Incarnation he is made one with us, and 
we with him ; he fics at che right hand of his Father glorified 
and blefled in our nature £ Pex in calum carnem neſtrans, ee. 
He took cur fleſh into Heaven with him, as the pledge and to- 
ken of his love and favour, and hath ſene downe his Spirit unto 
us, 45 the pledg: and ſcale of his love, Now Gloria capity eff pe 
corporzs, The glory of the Head is the Mc:mbers hope; and if 
the Head be crowned, the whole Body is honoured; 

3. The glorious Angeis, and them bleſſed Spirits in heaven, 
deſire to look into the mylterie of our Redempt on, and indeed 
ze tht mſelves receive ſome benefit by it, for they are thereby 
confirmed, that they cannot fall, 

4. The Angels are commanded to be ou: Guardians and Pro- 
refours. Never had any King or Prince ſuch ProteRours as the 
ſons of God have : For the heavenly 4ngels pitch their tents 
about them, P/al.34:11. and they have charge given them (of 
their Father which is in heaven) to bear them up in their hands, 
that they daſh not their feet =_ 2 ſtone, Oh how fearfull 
ſhould we be to offend, baving ſuch eyes over us,and ſuch hands 
under us, and ſuch glorious ſpirits about us ! Who cannot bur 
admire the great love and mercy of God, in the words of Da- 


w6i4, Lord What 4 man? P[al'y, Thew madeſt bim little _ 
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(in ſore degrers higher ) than the Angels, and haft crowned bins 

with dignity and hononr : And in the words of /obs 3.1. Behold 
we love the Father &c. 

Well, confidering our tranſcendent and high Dnity, let us 
obſerve now ſome duties yet;for furely that God, that fo much 
honours us, we oughe by ſore duty to give him the honour due 
unto his name, Since he hath done ſo much for us, let ns dos 
ſomething for him, namely, give him our homage * d ſervice ; 
for Chriſt will be a Jeſus and Saviour to none, bur to ſack 
to whom he is a Lord and King : Magners amoris amey : The 
load-ſtone of Love, is Love, and Darm ei gui amorens non re- 

ender, He is bard-hacted, who will not returne Love for 
ove. 

7. Then let us doe i. >thing to make our heavenly Father 2- 
ſhamed of ws : 7+ * net for Kings O Lemmnel, it is not for Kings 
to drinks Wine, nor Princes firong drinke, Prov.3 1.2. It beſecms 
not Saints to be ſinners, it b-comes not us to call God Father, 
as the Jcwes called Chrift King, and ſpit in his face and revile 
him : You know how faceb chid and reproved his Sonnes, 
comming from the murther of the Sechemites, Tow have made 
my name to ſtinks, Gen. 34. the laſt, Aum ef} kec tunica fratrus 
veftri, (ſaith Zacob to his Sunnes } 7s this your brothers coat? Is it 
the Livery and guiſe of Brethren of the Sonnes of God to be 
hard-harted, and cruelly minded, one towards another?When 
Ceſar was Rabbed in the Scnat houſe by Bratzs and Caſſius, 
he cryes one unto Braim, what wilt thou my Sonne? 
2s if he had faid, The cruciry of others I regard nor, I care 
not for ſo much bur for (Zrutz-) my adopred Sonne, one 
whom I have made my heire, tor thee to lift up thy hands a- 
gainſt me ; O kold thy band, thew killeſk me Without a b!oaw, So 
for Indians and Pagans, Tarkes and Barbarians, and ſuch as 
were heard of Chrift, for ſuck co deny and blaſphceme him,and 
ſo ſhoore out their arrowes, oathes are bitter words (as they 
fay the Indians doe at the Sun becauſe they feel no heat 
of it at noone day) it is not ſo much : But for Chriftians, for 
profeſſed Chriftians, ſuch as call God Father, to abuſe the 
name of their Father in curſing and ſwearing, and fearfull im- 
precations, and lyes, and perjuries, how unfit and uacongruous 
isitto them ? L 2:16 
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2. If we be the children of God, we will meckly beare our 
heavenly Fathers correRions, we will as I ſaid, kifle his rodde 
and embrace his chaſtiſements npon our knees : for if we en- 
dure chaftening, and deale with us as with Sonnes, for what 
Sonne, 8&c. Heb.12.7. There is no Sonne whom the Father 
chaſtiſech not, Even the beloved Sonne (the Sonne in whom kh. 
was pleaſed) was Vir dolorum the man of ſorrow, and one ex- 
perienced in infirmity : Vnicunm Dew habet filium ſine peccato, 
wellum ſine flagelo : God had one Sonne without finne, but 
never had he Sonne without ſorrow ; even Chriſt the Sonne of 
Gods love, and of his deſires, 2s peccatum non novit, <Qzi pec* 
catum non fecit, He that knew no finne, nor did no finne, knew 
ſorrow enough from his Cradle to his Croſſe, from his Birth 
to his Grave, and he learnt (and tzught) us obedience by thoſe 
things he ſuffered (although he was the Sonne.) Now ſhall the 
Generall ſuffer, nay bleed, and (hall we that fight (or at lealt 
pretend we fight) under his banner goe free? (hall the head 
ſuffer,and the Members ſcape? No, pudeat #embrum deliciari ſub 
capite pinis coronato, It is a ſhame for the members to ſport and 
play under the head, which was crowned with Thornes, A 
delicate and fine member, doth not well agree with a crucified 
head, If then the world crowne Chrift with Thornes, (hall 
we thinke it will crowne us with Flowers > If it Crucified 
Chriſt,do we thinke it will glorifiz us > No,he that is exempted 
from the number of them that are correRed, he is exempted 
from.the number of Sonnes ; and they are not Sonnes but Bx- 
tards, whom our heavenly Father chaſtiſeth not : Heb, 13, 
AAM:Ronz are ſure evidences of our ſaRification, 

3. If God be our Father, and we his children, let us live as 
alwayes in Gods preſence, and fo living feare to offend him : 
we maſt obſerve this cowards our naturall and civill parents, 
that we dare not offend b. fore their face : No man will ſteale 
in the face of his mndge, who hath power & authority to puniſh 
him, and (fools as we are) doe dare commit finne in the pre. 
ſence of our heavealy Father, commit any evill in his fight, who 
will certainly bring every work into judgement, &c, we dare do- 
that in the face of Heaven, which we dare not doe if a child ſeos 
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fore my eyer, tharefors I ſhall uot fall: And it was Aſephs holy 
and pious reſolution, How cax F doe, &c, Gen. 39, It is (with- 
out queſtion) a [tcong Bit and Bridle to reſtraine the molt licen- 
tious and wicked man living from finne,when be confiders that 
he ſees him that (hail judge him, and that he as and does all 
under his Fathers ey<: God 5s in 8his place, ſaith Facob, and I was 
net aware of it, ſo God ſees us, though we will not ſee it nor 
know it : Went not my heart with thee Whilft than wente#t after 
Naaman for 4 bribe, laith Eliſha to Grhezs, 2 Kings 5, So gee 
not Gods eyes with us, whiilt we goe into ſuch and ſuch places, 
and abou: ſuch and ſuch finnes, 

Lure locum, (aith Auſtin, leeke out if you can, O ſinner] 
2 piacce where God ſees you not, and (inane and ſpare not, Buc 
if Gods eyes be in every place, his 7, eyes goe throughout the 
world. As x wcli-drawne picture ( which ſeems to eye all in 
the room) God lookes up9n and beholds all che world. Cave 
quid agas Dent te vidit, Take ws heed what we doe for God 
lees us,and what need we care,if no man ſees us doing any evill, 
when he ſees us chat (hill Judge us, 

4. If God be our Father, and we his Children, let ns often 
pray unto our heavenly Father, fall upon our knees and aske 
him bleffing : w- expe this, and teach it our children daily 
£0 crave our bleſſing ; (hall we expeR, and defire that from 
our children, which we will aot doe to God ? looke that our 
children ſhou'd doe it daily to us, and we doe it ſo ſeldome ca 
him. God loves to ſee us daily and conftant ſuppliants, to be» 
hold us upon our knees ; and if we know not how to pray ag 
we ought, his ſpirit will helpe our infirmities, &c. Row. 8. He 
that bids us cake words into our mouths, purs words into our 
mouthes, and bids us ſay no more than this in faith and full af- 
ſarance (or to this effct) Take away our iniquity, and receive 
us graciouſly. 

But ſome may objeR, what needs words, fince our heavenly 
Father knowes whereof we have need {as Chriſt faith) beforg 
we aske, what need words to God, who knowes the ſecrets of 
all hearts, and tell us by his Prophets : Antequam clametss ego 
. exaudiam, Before you call or cry I will heare ; and David did 
but cry, he would confelle his iniquity, and God forgave = 
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his ſinne, P/al. 32. It is erne, 1, God needs no words, but we 
dos, to ttic ap our hearts and aff:Rions to God: and 2, Be- 
cauſe he would have us take ſhame and confuſton to our ſelves. 
3. Re hath given us our congues as Inftcments to glocifie him, 
and therefore God will have our glory, our congu2 (x5 David 
calls it aod ofcen awakens it) uſed ia our Partition 2ad thankf. 
givings, ouc aff. ions and deſires are che more inkindlcd and 
treed by words, and Gods graces are excited by prayer. And 
though God knowes the heart, yet.he will leave the hid Min 
of the heart manif:(tzd ro mn, for his edification and eximple, 
4. Bifides God will be glorifi:d by the inward us weil as by 
the oneward Min, he made b»th, and redeemed both, and 
therefore will be glorifizd with bath, By Prayer we entertaing- 
Familiarity with our heavenly Farher, it is the language of the 
Saints, yea his Childrens Dial: A, ſuch a prevailing language ir is, 
that it ever pre vailes, and is never ſent empty away ; what was 
vaine glorioufly (poken by a Kings Favorite, may be truiy 
ſpoken of the King of Kings, God can deny prayer nothing : 
Ic is the hand that takes any thing out of Gods treaſury,ic is the 
K:y that op:ns Heaven, by it Elias opened and (hut Heaven as 
his privite cheſt : There is much ſpoken of it, thac I can adde 
nothing bur a deſire to learne to bs ſo well exerciſed in it, (as 
ſome as have wrote vry worthily of it) onely give me leave 
from a Father to ſay thas much of it: It is, Des ſacrificinm; 
orants {ubſidium , Diabvie flagelluns, . A ſactifice to Gd, who 
ſtilech himſelfe a God thac hearech prayers, a ſuccouc co the 
Soule, and therefore ro thee (faith David) ſhall aft fleſb come : 
It is a ſcourge to the D.vill, for as one well, Gravis equidews 
webrs oft illine textatio, ſed lounge 6li gravier nefiri ratis : His 
temptations are [grievous to us, but our prayers are more 
grievous to him, what ſhall I ſay ? If we pray unto God, 
he accounts it a deſert, and if we praiſe him, a reward; he 
that will not give thus much ( or rather thus licele ) ro 
his heavenly Father, deſerves nothing at all from him : For 
Rivers of Gods goodnefle, let us give him ſome drops of our 
thankfulneſle, and follow him with our prayers, who followes 
ns with his bleſſings. This is all he requires at our hands, who 
receive all from him, 
Laftly, 
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Laftly, if God be our Father, and we his children, Let us as 
Chriſt counſels nz, A£41.6. and God commands us Caſt ewr care 
wen bis, (for he careth for us) and hath given tis word five 
times in his holy Book, That be Wil never faile 1 nor forſak? s. 
Which for the comfore and confilerce of Gods children is (o 
ofcen preſſed and repeated, Whoſoever truſts in Ged, (ſaith Da- 
#11) Wants nothing that # good ; und he (p:aks it by ſis owne 
expcrience, { have bren young, cc. Reade the 6.9f Matthew, 
and you ſhall ſze there, how our Sxviour chides and reproves 
the d:ffi lence and diſtruſt of his children, by ſending them to 
the fowles of the aire, che graſſe in the field, the ſparrowes up- 
on the houſe top, to the ravens and lillies &c, A ſparrow, nay 
2 haire of 9ur heads falls not to the ground without Gods pro- 
vidence, Et i is cnrat ſuper flua, in quanta ſecuritate eft anima | 
If God care cbus much for our ſuperfluous things, in what grear 
ſecurity and ſafety are our ſoules !' And if he feeds the young 

Ravens that call upon him , will he not much more feed you, 
(2 ye of little fanth > Certainly h+: chat provides ment for the 
wies of the aire, will c2uſe the towles of the aire co provide 
meant for Man, before he (hall ſtarve or want, Avd he that 
clothes t\e | llies- of the f121d with a far more g'orious mantl2 
than ever covered the corps of Solomon ; ({hi'l he not much ſoo- 
ner cloathe you ? &c. We profeſſe that we reſt upon God and 
eruſt in him for remiſſion of (ſas, for the reſurreR.on of the 
body, and life everlaſting : Certainly (for concluſion) I hall 
never beleeve that thoſe perſons doe or can trult in God for 
theſe ſpiricuall bleſſings, who wili not truſt him for a piece of 
bread, or lock of wooll, Caſt therefore your czre upon God, 
who hath begor you by his Word, and /eed upon thit Word, 
and let that Word feed you. Man liveth not by bread alone &c. 
Vita vera es vita fldes, The true life is the life of faith, and rhe 
uſt ſhall live by faith. Truſt in the Lcd, and be doing of gaod, 
walk diligently and carefully in your callings, and you ſha'l be 
fed, David ſpake it by :xperience, [ Was poore and needy, Cc, 


eo paſſe, 

Surely if men that are evill, know how to give good gifts un. 
to their children, (and a bad man may be a good father) (hall 
Z nut 


Truſt I ſay in him, commit thy felfe to him, and he will bring ig - 
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not the God of all comfort and conſalation, the Father of Spi. 
rits, provide for us ? Yes, God hath given his Word, (and good 
is the Word of the Lord, or. the Lord will be as good as his 
word) (in which word let us reſt and repoſe) 1wil never fails 
ner forſake thee. 

Thus if we beare filiall and dutifull reſpetts to our heavenly 
Father, who hath begotten us to an inheritance immortall, un- þ 
defiled , and which fadeth not away, 1. By being obedient to 
him, 2. By doing nothing to make him aſhamed of us, 3, By 
meekly bearing his chaftiſements, 4. By living in his preſence, 
and ſo living in feare to offend him, 5. By daily praying unto 
God,for by daily praying we hall learne to love and to fears 
him : Laſtly, by relying and depending upon him for all things 
neceſſary both for body and ſoule : when we ſhall goe hence 
to be no more ſeene, we ſhall goe to our Father, receive and 
obtaine the inheritance of ſons, and be welcommed with that 
bleſſed Yexire of Chrift our Judge and elder Brother, Conve ye 
bleſſed children of wy Father inherit, cc, Mat.2 5, 


To which Kingdeme, he for his Name ſake bring #1,which ſo drar« 
ly bought #1, and that Kingdewe for ns, 7eſns ((brift the 
r1ghtrons.T o whow with the Father and the bleſſed 
Spiris,be all honour, praiſe, power, might, 
wajeſty and domonion, new and 
for evermore. 

AMEN, AMEN, 


' Soli Deo gloria. 


